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ll first Gulf War 


Local vets reca 


By Jennifer Wroblewski 
Staff Writer 


ed to see her son or daughter receive: 
orders from the United States Marine 
Corps (USMC) to report for active duty 
during wartime. But in late 1990 when 
troubles escalated in the Persian Gulf, 
more than a dozen Agawam 
residents were called upon to 
serve their country overseas. 
Three of those called - 
Lance Corporal Anthony G. 
Cichetti, Lance Corporal 
Christopher N. Sanchez and 
Lance Corporal Felix S. 
Vachon - were classmates at 
Agawam High School, mem- 
bers of the class of 1986. The 
men were directed to report in 
November 1990 to Camp Lejeune, N.C., 
the largest Marine Corps base on the east 
coast, where the II Marine Expeditionary 
Force (MEF) was being formed. 
According to the USMC website, the 
Marine Corps serves as an amphibious 
force-in-readiness and, according to U.S. 
Code, is made up of no fewer than three 
combat divisions and three air wings. 
Following their training in North 


I was the kind of letter no mother want- 


Carolina, Cichetti, Sanchez and Vachon 
traveled to Saudi Arabia. 

Sanchez, who joined the Marine Corps 
while still in high school, left 30 days after 
graduation for boot camp, though he was- 
n’t called to serve until several years after 
graduation. 

“Td always wanted to go into the mili- 
tary,” he said. He chose the Marine Corps 


Turley Publications courtesy photo 
Former Agawam 
resident Felix Vachon, 
pictured here during 
his time in the United 
States Marine Corps, 
was one of many locals 
deployed to the Persian 
Gulf from 1990 to 1991. 


because, “They’re the best. They have a 
long and proud history.” 

Vachon said he joined as a way to garner 
respect. He admitted to being teased by 
several classmates throughout school and 
wanted to find a way to overcome that. 

“T’m a small person and ... I was picked 
on a lot,” he said. “I joined the Marines, in 


Please see GULF, page 8 
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February 28, 1991 
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‘é Town Honors 
Residents 
In Gulf 


Peeeeereeesy 


Special Ceremony 
At Veterans’ Green 
ORI 


a . < Related Article, Pictures & List 
FAMILIES OF AGAWAM RESIDENTS who are we serving in the armed forces in the Persian Of Servicemen on Pages 2, 5 
Gulf listen to a list of speakers at the Phelps School Veteran’s Green during a a special 
a ee Advertiser News photo by Jack Devine, 
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Several Agawam residents 
were among those troops 
sent to Saudi Arabia during 
the Persian Gulf War, which 
ended February 1991. 
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ALTHOUGH THE MORNING WAS FRIGID COLD, a group 
of Agawam residents gathered on the Veterans’ Green in 
Agawam Center to honor Agawam residents serving in the Per- 
Gulf, Advertiser News photo by Jack Devine, 


Lain. : - 
AGAWAM RESIDENTS Robert Benson, Karen Chartier, Louis 
Russo, and Mr, & Mrs. John Wood hold their American flags 
during the service honoring Agawam residents who are serving in 
the Persian Gulf. Aavertiser News photo by Jack Devine. 
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The front page of the Feb. 28, 1991 edition of the Agawam Advertiser 
News was dedicated to coverage of the Persian Gulf War. 


Agawam and Afghanistan: 
The home front 


By Christopher Faille 
Turley Publications 
Correspondent 


AGAWAM - Agawam resident 
Lisa Pierson is proud of her hus- 
band, Staff Sgt. William Pierson, 
now on his third deployment away 
from home since their marriage in 
2001. The couple was married 
while they were 
each still in their 
teen years. 

Each of his 
deployments has 
taken him farther 
from home than 
the one before — 
the latest has him 
in Afghanistan, 
with a National 
Guard unit 
involved in securi- 
ty and transporta- 
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Staff Sot. William Pierson 


WH 


tion; they escort visiting officials 
and contractors. 

Although his first deployment, 
back in 2002, was in safe-and-close 


AU 
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Message to students: ‘Do something positive’ 


By Deana Casamento 
Turley Publications 
Correspondent 


AGAWAM - Motivational 
speaker, author, and past ESPN 
Radio show host Wayne Soares 
spoke to students at the Roberta J. 
Doering and Agawam Jr. High 
schools last week and implored 
them to think before they spoke. 

“Try to do something positive 
and don’t speak down to people,” 
he said. 

Soares, author of “The Power of 
Your Words and Actions,” “The 
Big Game,” and “Are You a Good 
Sport?” has been touring the coun- 
try, visiting corporations, universi- 
ties, and schools delivering his 
message of positive communica- 
tion and anti-bullying. 

He began his presentation by 
explaining that he had been bul- 
lied as a child for growing up 
without a father. His mother was 
often working, so he was raised in 


Turley Publications photo 
by Deana Casamento 


Wayne Soares told 
Agawam students to have 
positive interactions 

with others. 


large part by his grandmother. 
Soares told a story about his 

grandmother taking him to a Red 

Sox signing event in Boston. The 


trip should have taken them a cou- 
ple of hours from Falmouth, but 
his grandmother was a less-than- 
stellar navigator and five hours 
later, via a route that took them 
past Boston, through New 
Hampshire, and then back into 
Boston, they arrived at the hotel 
after the signing had ended. 
Nevertheless, by a stroke of fate, 
Soares ended up alone in the hotel 
restaurant, face-to-face with one of 
his baseball idols. 

“As I struggled to come up with 
something to say to him, the idea 
struck me to ask him a baseball 
question that he could share his 
expertise on. So, I took a deep 
breath and asked him, ‘What’s the 
best way to hit a curve ball?’ And 
my idol, this legend, this man I 
had looked up to, snarled down at 
me, ‘With a bat, kid.” And those 
words hurt more than anything 
else he could have said or done. It 


Please see SPEAKER, page 12 
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Fuel assistance 
fundraiser set for 
March 4 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications Correspondent 


AGAWAM - In an effort to keep the residents of Agawam 
warm this winter, a fundraiser has been scheduled for the 
Agawam Fuel Assistance Fund. Parks and Recreation 
Director Christopher Sparks recently informed the city coun- 
cil of the event, which will be held at Headquarters Bar and 
Grill on March 4. 

City Councilor Gina Letellier recently made an inquiry to 
the mayor’s office looking for information on the current status 
of the fuel assistance program. To date, the program has a bal- 
ance of $4,464, and the hope is that the fundraiser adds to that 
amount, as many residents on limited incomes have had diffi- 
culty dealing with the horrendous winter. Up until last week, 
not only has snow and ice been a major problem, but very cold 
temperatures as well. As a result, many residents have had to 
repeatedly refill their heating oil this year, a large cost to bear. 

Sparks said he is not in charge of the fund in his capacity 
as parks and recreation director, but said it is a cause he likes 
to assist with. 

“T was at a department head meeting at the town hall and I 
learned about the fund and that they were trying to help raise 
some money to help people,” said Sparks. “It was just some- 
thing I really wanted to help out with.” 

Last year, Sparks organized the first fundraiser, a benefit 
concert at Headquarters, and raised $700 to put towards the 
heating fund. 

This year, he hopes to raise at least $500 to donate to the 
fund. 

“People need the help and if we can help give a little bit to 
the fund to keep it up, that’s a good thing,” he said. “I have 
been organizing the Summer Concert Series with Parks and 
Rec, so I used my experience with that to organize this 
fundraiser.” 

Sparks, who is also the president of the Agawam Rotary 
Club, said he will be featuring fellow Rotarian Randy 
Austin’s band, Spiked Punch at this year’s benefit concert. 

“The Rotary Club will always seek to help the town any 


way we can,” Sparks said. Doug Teece shovels snow off the roof of Robinson Park School last week. Excessive snow this 
The concert will have a $5 cover charge and begin at6p.m. winter has created concern among municipalities, including Agawam. To ensure the safety of 
Residents who apply for assistance from the town will g¢hool children and prevent damage to public buildings, crews were hired to remove the heavy 


have to go through a screening process, much like residents snow, It took Teece’s crew of three a week to rid Roinson Park School’s roof of snow and ice. 
who seek assistance through the Valley Opportunity Council. There was no damaae to the roof 
In the past, Agawam has had to cut the amount of fuel 9g . 


made available to individual applicants due to the rising cost 
of oil. Two years ago, residents could only seek reimburse- 
ment for up to 50 gallons of oil. Previously, residents could 
apply for up to 100 gallons of reimbursement. Currently, oil ° 
prices are well over $3 per gallon. C O r iA e C t lO Nn AY 
Residents who need to apply for assistance can only 

receive funds once per year. Anyone interested should call The Agawam Advertiser News will gladly correct 
the Inspection Office at the Department of Public Works at factual errors that appear in this paper. Corrections or 
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(413) 821-0632 or the mayor’s office at 786-0400 ext. 200. clarifications will always appear on Page 2. To 

The town is always accepting donations, which may be request a correction, send information to Editor 
mailed to Mayor Richard Cohen, 36 Main St., Agawam, MA Jennifer Wroblewski at jwroblewski@turley.com or 
01001. Checks should be made payable to “Agawam call 786-7747. 


Emergency Fuel Assistance Fund.” 


MassMutual 
(C Center 


KX KOK XX XK XXX 
KiKK IK XxX! bk XX KK XK 


DXIXIDERI DED XIX XDI XI Lip) 


RXXKDEKXIXDKXIXIX Mi 
(DEERE DER DEERE EI OEE H] 


NRX KNX BKK KKM KK KKK & 
X XM KERR BEEK KKK DKK XXX 
KX Xk XX cde X WERK WX 


RXXX MEK X KX OK ex 
XX & & ok 2d Da Da be DH De BX) Dam 
RR EXER CSIR OR Ho DINERO RNID 


AO O oom hae 2 
O UUM ull . 


ee] ORR KORE OR OR OR) MRR DEK I 
OAD 0 ROR DIDI OB BI BIR RERRRR RH ey, FF a 


PG Medicg Hscopes aE —. QBNOYOUKO 
man! O SRODERR DAN KOERNER DARIO HRI 
. 1 AR HORRY HORRIOREEDAROAORNIN DI ERORDERDRRRIORYORNY XDA 
) te FR REACT COR CORR (RRS OR 
rgeucess PREDHOREDRRRREREDRAORRN HERERREDRRERDHREN ROAR 


February 24, 2011 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 


A look at the publishing industry 


Local author talks to Agawam Rotary Club 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications Correspondent 


AGAWAM - The publishing industry has 
changed significantly over time, through 
newspapers and publishing of paperbacks to 
the current Internet-based and electronic- 
based ways we do a lot of our reading now. 

Jay Berger, an Agawam resident and 
author, shared much of the history of the 
local publishing industry with the Agawam 
Rotary Club at its regular luncheon meeting 
last Wednesday, Feb. 16 at Storrowtown 
Tavern. 

Berger engaged the Rotarians in a great 
lecture about the evolution of publishing 
paperback books, and told several stories of 
his experiences. 

One of his most humorous stories 
involved a promotional tour at a hotel. 
Berger said his publishing company thought 
it would be a good idea to use some attrac- 
tive girls to help promote some new paper- 
back titles. 

“It created this huge problem,” he said, 
adding, “A lot of men were lining up at the 
girls’ hotel rooms and causing a commo- 
tion.” 

Berger said his group was asked by the 
hotel staff to leave for causing a disturbance. 
His group left, but the concept stayed and 
paperback-selling by the company was suc- 
cessful. 

Berger also spent time reading from his 
own compilation of short stories, which fea- 


tures a chronology of his life and his many 
experiences. He calls his compilation of sto- 
ries, “The Life of Fun and Adventure.” 

Most recently, Berger has been serving the 
town of Agawam as a member of the 
Agawam Energy Commission, helping the 
town to work at becoming a green communi- 
ty. He recently thanked the city council for 
its vote of confidence and said he will con- 
tinue to help move Agawam toward becom- 
ing a designated green community, thus mak- 
ing it eligible for state funding for green proj- 
ects. 

Berger said he has been writing all his life. 

“Tt was never anything formal,” he said. “I 
just got in to it. I started writing some arti- 
cles, and I was an editor for a local outdoor 
magazine.” 

Berger has had some of his work pub- 
lished in Reader’s Digest and has also been 
published in the Agawam Advertiser News, 
notably for his weekly column, Jay Speaks. 

He jumped at the opportunity to speak 
with the Rotary Club after being approached 
by Rotarian and City Councilor Gina 
Letellier. 

“Anything I can do to help in the commu- 
nity I have been living in, I definitely like to 
do,” said Berger. 

He said while he comes from a time when 
publishing has been in all print, he is all for 
the modernization of publishing, including 
online works and the emergence of tablet 
book readers such as the Amazon Kindle. 

“To me, whatever encourages people to 
read, I think, is a positive 
thing,” said Berger. “I don’t 
think you will ever see print 
like magazines and newspa- 
pers go away, but I am 
encouraged by seeing more 
people reading. The newspa- 
pers and magazines will def- 
initely go through their 
peaks and valleys.” 
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to consider. 


WHERE IS IT? 


Each week on page 3 Agawam Advertiser News will feature a photo of a local build- 
ing, item, sign, place or landmark and ask readers to pick their brains to figure out 
where it is or even what it is. Check here each week to test your knowledge of the area 
where we live and work. The photo will be from either Agawam or Feeding Hills, but 
we'll always give you a hint or two. 

The answer to this week’s “Where is it?” will run in next week’s edition along with 
the name of the first person to submit a correct answer and a new trivia photo for you 


E-mail answers or future Where Is It? suggestions to editor Jennifer Wroblewski at 
jwroblewski@turley.com. 


Last week’s photo: 
That greenhouse 
can be found at 
Cincotta Farms on 
Springfield Street. 
Correctly guessing 
the answer was 
Scott Milliken of 
Agawam. 


Turley Publications photo 
by Connie J. Casagrande 


Parents of young 
children have 
likely seen these 
windows a time or 
two. Do you know 
where it is? 
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Free Checking from us vs. 
fee checking from the big banks. 


Here’s the difference even $10 a month in fees can make. 


Turley Publications photo by Gregory A. Scibelli 
Jay Berger, left, reads from his compilation of 
short stories, “The Life of Fun and Adventure” 
at an Agawam Rotary Club meeting last week 
at Storrowtown Tavern. 


Mobile Pet Grooming 


J FULL SERVICE GROOMING ALL BREEDS, 
: CATS TOO! 
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30 gallons of milk 


40 gallons of gas 70 small cups of coffee 


HCU Free Checking 

e Receive a $100 credit to your account when you open 
an HCU Free Checking Account with direct deposit’ 

¢ No minimum balance and no monthly maintenance fee 

e Free HCU MasterMoney™ Debit Card with 
Cash-Back Debit Rewards Program 

e Free ATM access everywhere™* 

e Free Online Banking, Bill Pay and eStatements 

e Free Info 24 Telephone Banking 

e Free Mobile Banking 


@q Holyoke 


ms CREDIT UNION 


You are not alone. 


135 pounds of spaghetti 


The big banks are raising their checking 
fees, and even a fee of only $10 per 
month can put a squeeze on your budget. 
That's why you should switch to HCU 
Free Checking. 

Not only will you get a $100 bonus 
when you open an account’, but 
you'll also have about $120 extra per 
year to put to better use. To open an 
account, stop by any branch or open 
online in just minutes. 


No need to wait in line 


SPECIAL SERVICES! 
& 15-Step Spa Treatment 
& Pawdicures 


& FURminator 


re shedding by 60- oe % when 


done every ir to six weeks. 
& Teeth Brushing ale 
& Flea & Tick Control 
& Special Therapeutic eee 
& Aloe Re-moisturizing Treatment 
for Skin and Coat 


, $10.00 Off NEW CUSTOMER DISCOUNTI 


| With paid 15-Step Grooming Process. Applies To First Time Appointment oa) 


11-800-PET-MOBILE, 


| www.aussiepetmobile.com (1-800-738- oza)! 


*HCU’s $100 Checking Bonus Payment is a limited time offer and may be changed or withdrawn at any time without notice. To receive $100 Checking Bonus Payment you must open a new checking account 
with HCU and arrange to have direct deposit of your recurring net income source. HCU will deposit $100 into your new checking account at HCU upon receipt of your first electronic direct deposit of your 
paycheck, Social Security payment, or other retirement payment. This offer applies to new checking accounts opened at HCU only. Offer is limited to one per household/member. Offer is not transferable, is 
not redeemable for cash and may be subject to 1099 IRS reporting requirements. Current HCU checking account owners are ineligible. Checking account will be debited for $100 if closed within one year of 
opening. All new accounts are verified through ChexSystems and Experian. * *Other institutions may impose surcharges for use of their ATMs. Unlimited free use of HCU’s ATMs. Free ATM transactions thru 


ATMs belonging to the surcharge free Networks SUM" and MoneyPass™. 
TENDER 


HOLYOKE: 490 Westfield Rd ¢ 413-532-7007 | AGAWAM: 4 Washington Ave. Ext. ¢ 413-786-2100 


W. SPRINGFIELD: 333 Elm St ¢ 413-732-2798 | www.holyokecu.com 
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Opinion 
Let us 
not forget 


wenty years ago, many Agawam res- 

| idents put themselves in harm’s way 

overseas as members of the military 

serving in Saudi Arabia during the first 

Persian Gulf War. Today, though that war 
has ended, another is being waged. 

Looking back at the media coverage of 
that war from August 1990 to February 
1991, especially of the town’s response to 
having its own serving their country, it’s 
comforting to know that the single constant 
theme throughout the newspaper articles - 
and indeed, the letters sent from loved ones 
in Agawam to troops in Saudi Arabia - was 
unyielding support and thanks for their 
heroic efforts. 

Mothers banded together in a campaign 
to send a little bit of home to their sons and 
daughters overseas and local politicians put 
aside their agendas for the greater purpose 
of showing that they stood behind their sol- 
diers. The town council even went so far as 
to pass a resolution to that effect. 

And when the troops returned from their 
mission, they received a hero’s welcome. 
Though two decades have passed since the 
end of the war, those soldiers still describe 
their homecoming as one of the more 
poignant moments of their lives, due in 
large part to the swell of support that sur- 
rounded them. 

Today, despite how far the town - and the 
nation as a whole - has come in 20 years, 
we still find ourselves in a situation similar 
to the one that took place at this time in 
1991: We are in the midst of a war period 
that has put our loved ones in danger. 

And despite the sheer length of this war 
in the Middle East - which has lasted con- 
siderably longer than the Persian Gulf War 
- we need to be mindful of the fact that 
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every day, local men and women involved 
in the military are putting their lives on the 
line for us. 

Whether or not we believe in the war 


Letters to the Editor 


An open letter 
to Agawam residents 
and taxpayers 


To the editor: 


The Agawam Planning Board has recent- 
ly voted to undertake the task of conduct- 
ing a complete review of the town of 
Agawam Zoning Ordinance. 

An informal review of several other 
towns’ ordinances shows that Agawam’s 
zoning has not kept pace with our sur- 
rounding communities’ progress and 
indeed, our own needs to address many 
new specific zoning issues that our town 
faces every day. Most citizens understand 
that we live in a fast paced world with con- 
stant changes and it is a challenge at times 
to properly address all of the changes that 
our town encounters. Through this effort, 
the board hopes to be a small part of a 
coordinated effort to update Agawam’s 
zoning ordinance. 

During the last 50 years, efforts to keep 
the zoning ordinance current have resulted 
in minor amendments and inclusion of new 
sections dealing with such timely topics as 
telecommunication, adult uses and large 
retail developments. This type of approach 
no longer adequately protects the interests 
of the town, nor adequately serves the 
needs of the citizens of this community. A 
comprehensive review of and revisions to 
the zoning ordinance is now necessary. 

The planning board has an opportunity 
to take advantage of assistance from the 
PVPC (Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission), the regional planning body 
providing support to all 43 cities and towns 


being waged overseas, we do need to sup- 
port those people who risk their lives to 
give us that freedom of choice. Without 
them, we wouldn’t be who we are today, 


nor would we have the opportunity to look 
ahead at the next 20 years. 


in the Pioneer Valley, and will allow the 
board to prepare a draft revised ordinance. 
As this undertaking is a collaborative 
effort, the board would seek the input from 
the citizens, department heads, town coun- 
cil, local Chamber of Commerce and busi- 
ness professionals to prepare and present a 
modern ordinance to the community and 
ultimately, the town council for approval. 

In order to be thorough and consider all 
perspectives properly, this effort is expected 
to take several months and the issue has 
been designated as a standing item to be 
worked on at every planning board meeting. 

Among the most prominent areas that 
the board would like to address are: 

* Tdentify Agawam’s inconsistencies 
with the state Zoning Act, Massachusetts 
General Law Chapter 40A. 

* Identify sections of the ordinance that 
require clarification such as definitions, 
zoning districts and administrative proce- 
dures. 

* Include several user-friendly matrices 
including allowed use and dimensional 
tables. 

* Address more modern issues including 
allowed home uses for businesses and out- 
door dining. 

* Identify and recommend action that the 
community should examine and pursue 
based on the recently completed 
Comprehensive Economic Development 
Plan. 

* Create a vision to promote growth and 
revitalization of several districts, including 
the Walnut Street and Springfield Street 
areas. 

We believe that the current state of the 
economy provides a perfect time to mod- 
ernize and clarify our zoning ordinance and 
prepare our town for the challenges and 


opportunities in the coming years. The 
planning board looks forward to soliciting 
input from all members of the community 
and our city leaders. 


Agawam Planning Board 


Hood Milk comes through 
for preschoolers 


To the editor: 


The staff at Perry Lane Preschool, “The 
Little Red School House,” would like to send 
out a big thank you to the families and 
friends of our students and to the Hood Milk 
Co. In October, families and friends of our 
students started collecting empty gallon milk 
containers to create an igloo for our class- 
room’s dramatic play center. By Christmas 
break, we had collected approximately 175 
empty containers. 

Over the holiday break, the teachers began 
constructing the igloo. Much to our surprise, 
we were quite a few containers shy of what 
we needed to complete the igloo. We contact- 
ed the Hood Milk Co., who generously 
donated 98 empty gallon containers. We were 
still short! Once again, our students and their 
families came through, drinking another 25- 
30 gallons of milk. On Jan. 5, having used 
over 300 containers, our igloo was complete. 

Children spent the month of January learn- 
ing about the arctic region of the world and 
the animals that live there. They also learned 
about the winter season in our town and the 
animals that we see. They learned about how 
people and animals adapt to the cold weather 


Please see LETTERS, page 5 


e-mail aan@turley.com. 
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publish anonymous letters. All letters are subject to editing for content and space. The deadline is Tuesday at 9:00 a.m. Please 
send letters to Agawam Advertiser News, Letters to the Editor, Attn: Teri Machia, 23 Southwick St., Feeding Hills, MA 01030 or 


February 24, 2011 


By Mary C. 
Czajkowski, Ed.D. 


Superintendent of 
Schools 


uring the next few weeks and 
Doe: months, we will begin to 
publicly discuss the proposed 
PreK-12 fiscal year 2012 school budget. I 
feel compelled to share my personal and 
professional thoughts with you as these 
discussions will have a significant impact 
upon the quality of education that we will 
be able to provide for our current and 
future students in this community. 
Agawam has always been a community 
that has prided itself on a quality education 
that includes athletics, full-day kinder- 
garten for all children, visual and perform- 
ing arts, band, special education, Rosie 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 


Budget impacts on the school district 


Robotics, vocational education, small class 
sizes, elective courses and safe schools for 
learning. We have been able to provide 
these programs and services without any 
fees to our students and families. 

Since arriving to Agawam in January 
1997, I have had the opportunity and privi- 
lege to work with a dedicated, committed 
and caring staff of professionals who truly 
have “walked the walk” to “put children 
first.” A strong administrative team part- 
nered with the Agawam _ School 
Committee, high quality teachers, parapro- 
fessionals and other support staff has been 
a winning combination to move our school 
district forward. During the last three years 
of level-funded budgets to our schools, we 
have been asked to do more with less, and 
we have all risen to that challenge. Fixed 
costs have continued to rise, while our bot- 
tom line has remained the same. 

Over the last three years, with the assis- 
tance of federal and state grants, we have 
been able to offset these rising fixed costs 


in our school while also maintaining quali- 
ty programs, staff and services. However, 
this year we have reached the “funding 
cliff’ (drop-off point). Federal grant funds 
totaling approximately $1 million will no 
longer be available, while our fixed costs 
will continue to increase. We will be faced 
with difficult and hard choices. Because of 
this “funding cliff,’ we will no longer be 
able to maintain the quality of programs 
and services that have been afforded to our 
students and families. All personnel, 
including administration, teachers, para- 
professionals, secretaries and support staff 
will be considered for reduction. In addi- 
tion to personnel, programs will also be 
reviewed for possible elimination. Lastly, 
fees for full-day kindergarten, transporta- 
tion, athletics, extracurricular activities and 
student parking will be discussed and seri- 
ously considered. 

During my nine years as superintendent 
of schools in Agawam, I have been fortu- 
nate to work collaboratively with the 
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mayor and town to develop a budget that 
provides a high quality education for our 
students, families, and community. These 
challenging economic times have impacted 
not only our schools, but our homes and 
families. This has caused a sense of 
urgency, a time for reflection, and more 
than ever, a time to come together to sup- 
port one another. It is times such as these 
that bring out the true character of an 
organization and a community. Decisions 
will not be easy, but will be necessary. 
While you may not agree with my deci- 
sions, it is important for you to understand 
that my decisions will be made based upon 
what will have the least impact on chil- 
dren. 

I ask for your support, understanding, 
cooperation and attendance at our school 
budget workshops so that we can continue 
to move our school district forward during 
these very difficult times. 


By Warren 
Parker 


Rachel Rice 


Interesting FolRS 


ver 50 years ago, like all teachers, I 
O had to make out report cards for my 

students. It might be interesting to 
make out report cards on the adults I inter- 
view. Perhaps the subjects to be graded could 
be personality, congeniality, appearance, 
thoughtfulness, sincerity, general mannerism, 
consideration for others, and perhaps a few 
more. 

It might be fun for you to make out your 
own report card, and be honest about it. Give 
some thought to those areas where you could 
make some improvement. None of us are 


perfect; we all have shortcomings. 

Were I to make out a report card for 
Rachel Rice, it might look like this: 

Personality - A 

Congeniality - A 

Appearance - A 

Thoughtfulness - A 

Sincerity - A 

General Mannerism - A 

Consideration for Others - A 

Others - A 

Obviously, she would be classified as an 
honor student. My grades for her are simply 


based on the few times I had the opportunity 
to briefly visit her at her place of employ- 
ment. The store is fortunate to have her there, 
as she really does a wonderful job in servic- 
ing the customers. Many clerks in other 
stores would benefit in taking lessons from 
Rachel on dealing with the public. 

Q. When and where were you born? 

A. I was born in Northamptobn July 21, 
1969. 

Q. What composed your immediate family? 


Please see INTERESTING, page 6 
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Students at Perry Lane Preschool proudly show off their “igloo,” made 


completely of empty milk cartons. 


Letters 


in both regions. 

Once again, thank you so much to the 
Hood Milk Co. and to all our families for 
making this learning experience so much fun. 


from page 4 


Joan Smith 
Perry Lane Preschool 


Resident's flag 
concerns addressed 


To the editor: 


This is in response to the recent correspon- 
dence to Postmaster General Patrick 
Donahoe from John S. Rutovich, of Feeding 
Hills, expressing his dissatisfaction with the 
display of the American Flag located at the 
Agawam and Feeding Hills Post Offices. His 
concerns were forwarded to my office for 
response. 


First, let me thank him for bringing this 
matter to my attention. The Postal Service is 
committed to recognizing and honoring our 
veterans who have given of themselves to 
ensure our right to partake of the many free- 
doms we enjoy today. 

I have brought his concerns to the atten- 
tion of Post Office Operations Managers, 
Theodore Goonan and Yvonne Rodriguez. I 
am pleased to report the flags have been 
replaced and we will revisit the possibility of 
relocating the flag poles in the springtime as 
suggested. 

I want to personally apologize to Mr. 
Rutovich, as well as the veterans and resi- 
dents of Agawam and Feeding Hills on 
behalf of the Postal Service. Please be 
assured, the lack of attention to the condition 
of the display of the American Flag was not 
intentional, but simply an oversight. 

Thank you for the opportunity to address 
this matter. 


Kimberly J. Peters 
Connecticut Valley District Manager 
United States Postal Service 


Think switching your accounts is a hassle? 


We make it this easy.” 


Your United Personal Banker makes the 
process of switching your accounts fast, easy 
and pain-free. We help you every step of the 
way — closing old accounts, transferring your 
direct deposits and automatic payments or 


whatever needs to be done. 


m Free savings 
m= Free ATMs 


You Get More with Our 
Free for Life Banking Package: 


= Free for Life Checking 
™ Free checks - every order 


Lori Stickles 
Personal Banker 
Agawam 


= Free debit card 
= Free online banking & bill pay 


United Bank 


413.787.1700 
bankatunited.com 


Stop by today, or switch online. 


Receive $100 for opening a free 
banking package with direct deposit: 


Ei Facebook.com/bankatunited 


Member FDIC tevee 


1. $100 cash bonus, credited at account opening, subject to 1099 reporting and must be deposited into an interest bearing account. To receive the $100 bonus, a Free for Life Banking Package must be opened which includes a linked checking and statement savings account, online banking and direct 
deposit. The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for the savings account is 0.25% as of 1/27/11 and subject to change after account opening. The minimum balance to open each account and to earn the APY on the savings account is $10. *Other banks may charge a fee when non-customers use their ATMs. 
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ROLANDINI BROS 


West Side Masonry & Chimney Company 


COMPLETE CHIMNEY SERVICE 
ALL MASONRY WORK FULLY INSURED 
LICENSE #126955 


RESTORATION ¢« REPAIRS « RELINING 
REBUILDING « POINTING * FLASHING 


413-739-4493 


Brick Patios - Retaining Walls Systems - Steps - Walks 


Miche. | 
Lenghe 
ASPHALT PAVING 


142 Meadow Street 
Agawam, MA 01001 
Tel (413) 789-0306 


Fax (413) 789-0327 


Health Food Store 


307 E Main St Rte 20, 
Westfield, MA 01085 


(next to Bickford’s Restaurant) 


413 568-8333 


¢ Vitamins *¢ Herbs 
¢ Supplements 


Gluten-Free Foods 
www.choice-health.com 


= 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| $15 


TOM D. FIELDING, CPA 


FULL SERVICE TAX PREPARATION 


¢ Experienced 
¢ Flexible appointment hours 
e Electronic filing/No added fee 


Free Estimates - Pewoual & Business 


46 Suffield Street, Agawam - Near Big E 
(413) 786-5982 ¢ tdfcpapc@verizon.net 


°15 
CASH & CARRY OIL 
LOWEST PRICES IN TOWN 
This coupon is worth $15.00 for 


150 gallons or more 


214-6861 


expires 4/30/11 


one coupon per delivery 


FREELANCE OPPORTUNITY AVAILABLE 
AT SOUTHWICK SUFFIELD NEWS 


The Southwick Suffield News has an immediate opening for 
a freelance photographer in the town of Southwick. The ideal 
candidate will have the flexibility to cover weekday, evening 
and/or weekend-day assignments on an as-needed basis. 
A willingness to generate non-event photos throughout the 
community is a plus. Digital photography equipment and reliable 
transportation are a must. Preference will be given to Southwick 


residents, but others will be considered. 


Contact: Editor Rich Wirth 
23 Southwick St., Feeding Hills, MA 01030-0263 
or email rwirth@turley.com 


Turley® 


Publications, Inc. 
www.turley.com 


| 
| 
| 
$15 | 
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Lions present ‘Friendship Banner’ 


Sgt. Henry Agudelo from the Buffalo Soldiers unit was guest speaker at a recent Agawam 
Lions Club meeting held at the Italian Sporting Club. A big part of the group’s mission is to 
raise awareness about diversity and to honor the contributions and sacrifices minorities made 
in helping to shape the nation. Agudelo has been an active member for over 10 years. 
Pictured (from left), Bill Egan, Lions Club program chairman, Agudelo and Lions Club 
President Alan Boissonneault, who presented Agudelo with the “Friendship Banner.” 


Neilson to speak at 
Democratic Committee meeting 


Karl Neilson, director of Organizing for America and 
the director of the Democratic Coordinated Campaign in 
2010, will speak at the March 2 meeting of the Agawam 
Democratic Committee. He will reflect on the last elec- 
tions and discuss plans for upcoming elections. The meet- 
ing is at 7 p.m. at the Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper 


St. The public is welcome to attend. 


Sewer subcommittee 
to meet Feb. 28 


A meeting of the Agawam City Council Ad Hoc 
Sewer Subcommittee is scheduled for Monday, Feb. 28 


at 6:30 p.m. in the cafeteria of the Roberta G. Doering 
School, 68 Main St. The agenda will include update and 
status of the Feeding Hills Sewer Project Phases II and 
III and any other business that may legally come before 
the committee. 


War 


New Jersey, the second, in 2006, took 
him to distant Kosovo, in the Balkans. 
Kosovo had been the site of intense 
fighting from 1997 to 1999, a war that 
had culminated in a NATO bombing 
campaign. Though the fighting died 
down before the start of the new millen- 
nium, a need for peacekeeping troops 
remained, and still remains. 

His latest deployment, to 
Afghanistan, began last fall. Lisa 
Pierson said that her Agawam neigh- 
bors have been very supportive. 

“T have two neighbors who sent my 
husband a care package,” she said 

U.S. forces entered Afghanistan in 
2001, after the country’s government — 
then run by the Taliban — refused to 
hand over Osama bin Laden to U.S. 
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authorities and to close down al-Qaeda 
bases in the country. Intense fighting 
continues today. 

On Dec. 1, 2009, President Barack 
Obama, in an address at the U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point, N.Y., 
described the situation in stark terms. 

He said, “[T]he Taliban has begun to 
control additional swaths of territory in 
Afghanistan, while engaging in increas- 
ingly brazen and devastating attacks of 
terrorism against the Pakistani people.” 

And on Monday of this week, Feb. 
21, a suicide bomber in Kabul, the capi- 
tal of Afghanistan, killed at least 31 
people. 

Pierson’s husband tells her of his 
own work there, “It is always risky, but 
it hasn’t been as dangerous recently as 
it could have been.” 

When not deployed, Sgt. Pierson has 


worked for the town of Agawam. His 
co-workers there have shown their sup- 
port, she said, “looking out for myself 
and our daughter.” 

She is grateful, too, for the Family 
Readiness Group (FRG), a guard-spon- 
sored organization that exists to serve 
as a channel of support for family 
members, especially during overseas 
deployments. 

The FRG “meets once a month 
here,” Pierson said, “and there are 
always others in the same situation to 
talk to — other wives, girlfriends, and 
parents of deployed soldiers.” 

Sgt. Pierson has now served in the 
Guard for 11 years. He plans to serve 
the 20 years that will entitle him to a 
full pension. 


Interesting from page 5 


A. My parents are now deceased. I 
had four brothers and two sisters. 

Q. Describe the kind of childhood 
you had. 

A. I really had a very happy child- 
hood. Ours was a happy Irish family 
and we had much fun at home. There 
was much music and laughter in our 
home, which made for a wonderful 
environment. Being the youngest 
child, I did get a lot of attention. 

Q. Tell me about your schooling. 

A. I first went to Catholic elemen- 
tary school in Northampton. I gradu- 
ated from Northampton High School 
in 1987. Eventually I went to Lesley 
University in Cambridge and graduat- 
ing in 1996 with a degree in human 
services. 

Q. What has been your work back- 
ground? 

A. I first worked at Moriarty’s 
Medical Supply in Florence, then 
spent several years actually renovat- 
ing my parents’ homestead, where I 
live now. I have done much hospice 
relief work as a volunteer. For the 
past four years, I have worked at a 
medical supply store in Holyoke. 


Q. What are your religious convic- 
tions? 

A. I have a Catholic background, 
however, I consider myself a non- 
practicing Catholic with an open 
mind to all religions. 

Q. What advice would you offer to 
the young people today? 

A. Try to create opportunities for 
yourself. Learn early the importance of 
self-management. Learn to value edu- 
cation and get all the education you 
can. Always have respect for others. 

Q. Your advice to the elderly? 

A. Actually, I enjoy listening to 
them. I believe they should strive to 
stay active and also stay healthy. 

Q. What do you consider to be 
some of your accomplishments? 

A. I have supported my mother for 
years. Fortunately, I was able to pur- 
chase our family homestead. I paid 
my own way through college. I am 
proud to be in daily contact with my 
brother, who is in assisted living. 

Q. What are some of your thoughts 
about your future? 

A. I am happy with my lifestyle 
now and plan to stay living in my 
family homestead. I have every rea- 
son to believe that my future will be 


Turley Publications courtesy photo 
Rachel Rice 


both happy and productive. 

After visiting and discussing differ- 
ent subjects with Rachel for an hour, 
it was obvious she belongs in the 
accelerated class of honor students. 
Her straight A report card was justi- 
fied. 

There’s no doubt that Rachel will 
spend her future years in content- 
ment. She has established a solid 
environment that provides her with 
both happiness and security. 
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Troop 82 provides 
valuable support 
to Shriners 


About the time the Shriners Hospital Child Life 
Department was looking for volunteers to assist with the 
influx of holiday donations, and reorganizing the basement 
storage, a local Boy Scout leader was looking for a commu- 
nity project for his Scouts. 

On two recent Sundays, several Scouts and their leaders 
from Boy Scout Troop 82, Agawam, sponsored by the 
Agawam Congregational Church, busied themselves in the 
Child Life Storage area. These diligent 12-16 year-olds spent 
several hours putting donations away by category and also 
reorganizing the entire area to make space for additional 
donations received during the holidays. 

Lindsay Cefali from the Child Life Department, was the 
host for this event. The feedback has been extremely positive 
both from the Child Life Department, as well as from the 
Scouts. Troop 82 is aiming to return in the future to explore 
additional volunteer opportunities. 
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Colleen and court to take part in ‘Love-In’ 


The 2011 Agawam Colleen, Jessica Colson, and 
members of her Court, Mari Leclerc, Courtney Rivest, 
Alexis Lussier and Carly Michel, will participate in the 
Annual Love-In sponsored by the Holyoke Parade 
Committee, Sunday, March 6. The festivities will begin 
at 3 p.m. at the Warehouse on Lyman St. in Holyoke 

This event is a time when the Colleen and Court 
Agawam, Chicopee, 


members from Holyoke, 


(413) 786-9094. 


Springfield, West Springfield and Westfield have an 


Upcoming events at Agawam 


The Agawam library’ has 
announced the following events 
scheduled for March. 

Monday, March 7, 7 p.m. 


“AuthorTalk With Rebecca Rose” 
Local romance author Rebecca Rose 
will visit the library as part of its 
AuthorTalk series. “Divine Turmoil” is 
the first book in the “Divine” series by 
Rose. It tells the story of Serena 
O’Neal, who, when faced with uncon- 


ditional love, runs once again and 
Brian Allen, who doesn’t believe in 
second chances. For more information, 
visit www.authorrebeccarose.com. 
Register online at www.agawamli- 
brary.org or by calling 789-1550. 
Books will be available for purchase 
and signing at this event. 

Saturday, March 12 and March 19, 
11 a.m. “E-Readers at the Agawam 
Library” 


opportunity to meet one another and compete in a short 
skit with music, dancing and food. 

Tickets are $20 per person and are available by con- 
tacting Lisa Garvey at (413) 786-9405 or Rita Moore at 


The next event sponsored by the Agawam St. 
Patrick’s Committee is the annual corned beef and cab- 
bage dinner slated for March 16. 


Public Library 


The Agawam Library offers two e- 
reader informational events in March. 
Representatives from Barnes & Noble 
and Best Buy stores will visit the 
library to demonstrate and answer 
questions on various e-reader prod- 
ucts. March 12, Barnes & Noble, 
Nook; March 19, Best Buy, Kindle, 
Sony & iPad. 

Visit www.agawamlibrary.org or 
call 789-1550 ext.109 to register. 


Homeless Cat Project 
sets fundraiser 


Cat food 


WESTFIELD - The Westfield 
Homeless Project will hold an 
indoor tag at the Moose Lodge, 56 
Washington St., Westfield, Friday, 
Feb. 25 through Sunday, Feb. 27 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Items ranging 
from toys to tools and everything in 
between will be on sale at this bar- 
gain shopper’s extravaganza. 
Medical scrubs and other uniforms 
will be sold at discounted prices dur- 
ing the event. The large assortment 


of medical scrubs, wait staff and 
chef uniforms, work clothing and 
shoes are new with original tags and 
will be sold below clearance prices. 
All proceeds will benefit homeless 
cats and kittens that have been aban- 
doned, abused and neglected. 
Anyone wishing to donate items 
may bring them to 1124 East 
Mountain Road any time. For pick- 
up, call 568-6964 or 348-9146 or 
email denisesinico@hotmail.com. 


donations 
needed 


The Agawam Friends of Homeless 
Cats needs dry cat food to feed homeless 
cats in Agawam. For the stray cats living 
outside in the harsh winter weather, this 
may be the only food they get. Donations 
may be left on the back steps at 184 
Poplar St., Feeding Hills. For further 
information, contact Kathy at 786-3672 
or email kshep87309 1@verizon.net. 


Genealogy meeting 
set for March 2 


The Western Massachusetts Genealogy Society will hold its next 
meeting Wednesday, March 2 from 6-8 p.m. at the Agawam Senior 
Center, 954 Main St. The society also conducts a genealogy comput- 
er class on the third and fourth Thursdays of the month. The guest 
speaker for March will be Steve Jendrysik, of Chicopee, who will 
discuss the Civil War in Western Massachusetts and how it affected 
the city of Chicopee. Jendrysik is the president of the Chicopee 
Historical Society. 

All researchers, experienced and those just starting are welcome to 
join. There is an annual membership fee of $20 per person that will 
also cover the genealogy computer classes offered by the society. 

For more information visit www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mawmgs 
or contact WestMassGen@ gmail.com. 


Agawam Rotary 
to meet 


The Agawam Rotary Club will meet 
Wednesday, March 2 at Storrowton Tavern in 
West Springfield. 

As Rotarians, they sponsor local scholar- 
ships and charities and raise money for local, 
national, and international service projects, 
including the worldwide elimination of polio 
and providing clean drinking water. For more 
information on Rotary International, visit 
rotary.org. 
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Scouts and their leaders from Troop 82, 
Agawam, pose recently in the lobby of 
Shriners Hospital prior to starting on their 
service project. 


5 , Toothache’ 


s 4, Call us for immediate relief! We are here to help... 


Michael J. Calabrese, D.M.D. M.A.G.D 


786-0555 


We gladly accept and ¢ White fillings 
process your insurance 


for you Interest-free 
financing available 


PLAYOFF PUSH CONTINUES 
THIS WEEKEND! 


PRESENTED BY: 
THE MRI CENTER 


SATURDAY, ree geting sf 26 
7:30PM» 
VS 


PRESENTED BY: 
PORTER AND 
B, CHESTER INSTITUTE 


Since 1946 preparing specisists for needed occupasans 


¢ Preventative care 


¢ Root canals 


New Patients 


Welcome! * Crown & Bridgework 


¢ Cosmetic dentistry 


850 Springfield Street, 
Suite 2 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


KIDS TICKETS! 
EVERY GAME! 


< 
¢ Extractions 
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Gulf 


a way, to show that I could do it. But I also wanted to be treat- 
ed well. And to be treated well finally, it was all worth it.” 
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Waging war 

The Persian Gulf War from 1990 to 1991 was waged by a 
United Nations-authorized coalition force from 34 nations led 
by Britain and the United States, against Iraq following Iraqi 
troops’ invasion of Kuwait in August 1990. 

According to a Marine Corps Persian Gulf War timeline, 
military aircraft and troops were sent to Saudi Arabia on Aug. 
7, 1990 to defend that country from possible Iraqi invasion. 
By Aug. 15, 1990, USMC announced the commitment of 
45,000 troops to the Persian Gulf area. 

Cichetti, Sanchez and Vachon were called to serve as part 
of the same unit, and were instructed to report for duty in late 
November. 

When they arrived in Saudi Arabia in January, their unit 
went to a staging area along the shores of that country. 

At the end of January 1991, when the air attack began 
against targets in Iraq and occupied Kuwait, their unit moved 
to “the area just below the elbow of Kuwait,” said Sanchez. 


Life overseas 

The unit arrived in Saudi Arabia on New Year’s Day. As a 
lance corporal for the Alpha Company, Ist Battalion, 25th 
Marines (reserve unit), Sanchez was trained as an infantry- 
man whose responsibilities included search and seizure. 
When the ground war began, he was behind the heavy 
artillery lines in Kuwait living in a three-foot foxhole. 
Compared to this, his home base in Saudi Arabia - which was 
a tent housing 14 men with no electricity or hot water - was 
like living in a hotel. 

“That was home,” Vachon said recently, pointing to a photo 
of a foxhole. He recalled sleeping in the three-foot foxhole 
and being unable to shower for weeks at a time. 

Unlike today, with the aid of technologies such as cell 
phones and Internet/e-mail, soldiers serving during the 
Persian Gulf War were unable to communicate regularly with 
family members, except through mail. 

Troops at the division staging area were able to call home, 
but to do so cost money and the option wasn’t always readily 
available. Sometimes, the use of the phone came at inconven- 
ient times, both for the people serving and their families back 
home. Still, Sanchez was able to regularly talk to his mother 
by phone. 

Many of the soldiers - including Sanchez and Vachon - also 
communicated with their loved ones through letters. 

“Tt was hard,” Vachon said of his military experience. “I 
had a girlfriend at the time whom I ended up marrying and it 
was hard being away from her. Sometimes the letters would 
come, sometimes they wouldn’t.” 

Yet to this day, 20 years after the war, the two still have 
written correspondence from their parents and loved ones. 

Sanchez preserved his memorabilia in a scrapbook that 
also includes his original orders and discharge forms, various 
photographs from disposable cameras he brought with him, 
and newspaper clippings of the Agawam Advertiser News and 
other local papers that highlighted area troops. 

Likewise, Vachon said he “saved all my stuff’ including 
snapshots, newspaper articles, correspondence with various 
state legislators, etc. 


Life back home 

For the families of those serving, life at home was often 
difficult, as news of the air invasion and ground attacks 
spread. But the town of Agawam rallied for its own and a 
number of different initiatives were started to show support 
for the dozen local men and women serving. 

On Feb. 4, 1991, the Agawam Town Council unanimously 
adopted a resolution “in support of our armed forces in the 
Persian Gulf,” according to a letter signed by then-Mayor 
Christopher C. Johnson and former council president Edward 
A. Caba. “The resolution specifically honors all the brave 
men and women from Agawam who are participating in 
“Operation Desert Storm.’ 

“Agawam is very grateful for your personal sacrifices on 
our behalf and ... is proud of your efforts and achievements in 
the service of our great nation,” it stated. 

The resolution itself stated the town “wholeheartedly sends 
its support to the soldiers engaged in this conflict, as well as, 
to their families and loved ones.” 

In addition, local moms started sending care packages to 
those serving. 

Vachon’s mother, Jane Dennis, started the “Buy a Bow, 
Send a Box” campaign with help from residents like Joann 
McGeoghan. 

“We started sending care packages to the people serving in 
the Gulf,” McGeoghan recalled recently. The care packages 
included necessities such as toothpaste and toothbrushes and 
other toiletries that the men would need. 

“All these organizations sent all kinds of gifts,” said 
Vachon. “The whole town kicked in and it was just great.” 
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Felix Vachon, a former resident of Agawam who served in the United States Marine Corps during 
the early 1990s, called this three-foot foxhole “home” during his time overseas. 


Troops were 
sent to division 
*| staging areas 

| when they first 
arrived in 
Saudi Arabia. 


The campaign was so successful, McGeoghan said, that it 
seemed to have “just exploded to where it was like a full-time 
job.” One local businessman donated office space for the 
endeavor, which she is still thankful for. 

Thinking back, McGeoghan said she is proud of the town’s 
positive response to the conflict overseas. 

“T have goose bumps thinking about it,” she said. “There 
was no separation in the town; everybody was unified to do 
whatever we could to show our support.” 

It seemed almost everybody in town was doing something, 
she said. “Every single person in the town took part. It was 
the most amazing experience that I ever had in my life.” 


A welcome home 

On Feb. 24, 1991, the I Marine Expeditionary Force and 
coalition forces began a ground assault on Iraqi forces, the 
final chapter in the war. According to the Marine Corps 
Persian Gulf War Chronology, the Ist and 2nd Marine 
Divisions (with its four main task forces) stormed into Iraqi 
defenses just south of the Kuwaiti border along the Persian 
Gulf, and convinced the defenders that it was the main effort 


Mayor Agawam 


Walter Meissner 
413-786-6757 


of attack. At the same time, heavily armored Allied Forces 
attacked the Iraqi defenses in Iraq from behind while Marine 
units of the 4th and 5th Expeditionary Brigades afloat in the 
gulf pinned down large numbers of Iraqi troops expecting an 
amphibious assault. 

In just 100 hours, U.S. and Allied Forces were able to 
defeat the Iraqi Army and on Feb. 28, a cease-fire declared by 
President George Bush went into effect. 

Following the cease-fire, Cichetti, Sanchez and Vachon 
returned with their unit to Saudi Arabia to await their return 
home. 

Unlike the return of soldiers serving during the Vietnam 
era, those returning from the Persian Gulf received a hero’s 
welcome. 

The three men arrived home with their unit on April 16, 
1991. 

“The return home was probably the best experience of my 
life,” Vachon recalled. ““We flew into Westover [Air Reserve 
Base] on a Trump airplane and the reception we got was just 
unbelievable.” 


Second Wind Yoga 
327 Walnut St. Ext. 
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Civil Service exam 
dates announced 


BOSTON - The Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts Human Resources Division 
(HRD) will hold an Entry-Level Civil 
Service Examination on Saturday, April 
30, 2011. This examination is being held to 
establish an eligible list from which to fill 
Police Officer vacancies in civil service, 
cities and towns, and the Massachusetts 
Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA). 
The eligible list may also be used to fill 
Police Officer vacancies in non-civil serv- 
ice jurisdictions. 

The application deadline for eligible 
candidates is March 15, 2011; all appli- 
cants will be required to pay a $100 fee. 
Applications received after March 15 will 
be subject to a $50 late fee and no applica- 
tions will be accepted after April 1, 2011. 


Candidates must be at least 21 years of age 
on or before April 30, 2011, for all civil 
service Police Officer jurisdictions and 
have either a high school diploma or 
equivalency certificate approved by the 
Massachusetts Department of Education or 
three years experience in the armed forces 
of the United States with last release or 
discharge under honorable conditions. 

Applications and additional information 
about eligibility requirements, application 
fees, and the examination process are 
available at the Human Resources 
Division, One Ashburton Place, Boston, 
MA 02108 or by calling the Examination 
Hot-Line at (617) 878-9895 or toll-free at 
1-800-392-6178. You may also apply on- 
line at www.mass.gov/civilservice. 


POLICE LOG 


The Agawam Police Department 
responded to 359 calls from Feb. 8 to Feb. 
14. The department made nine arrests. 
Those arrested will appear at a future date 
in Westfield District Court and are inno- 
cent until proven guilty. 


Wednesday, Feb. 16 
Kaori Chenevert, 39, of 32 Rhodes Ave., 
Agawam, was arrested on a charge of 
domestic assault and battery. 
Anthony Anton, 25, of 30 Lincoln St., 
Agawam, was arrested on a charge of tres- 
passing. 


Thursday, Feb. 17 
David Caroleo, 50, of 220 River Road, 
Agawam, was arrested on charges of marked 
lanes violation; operating to endanger based 
on negligence; and operating under the influ- 
ence of liquor. 


Friday, Feb. 18 
Allison Callahan, 27, of 29 Florida Drive, 
Agawam, was arrested on charges of operat- 
ing a motor vehicle with license suspended; 
operating after revocation of registration; and 
uninsured motor vehicle. 


FIRE 


The Agawam Fire Department 
responded to 62 EMS calls for the week 
of Feb. 15 to Feb. 21. 


On Feb. 15 at 6:41 a.m., the depart- 
ment responded to Walnut Street for 
steam, other gas mistaken for smoke. 

On Feb. 16 at 9:18 a.m., the depart- 
ment responded to Cooper Street for a 
fire. 

On Feb. 17 at 10:22 a.m., the depart- 
ment responded to Perry Lane for an 
alarm system sounding, no fire - unin- 
tentional. 

On Feb. 17 at 8:56 p.m., the depart- 
ment responded to Mansion Woods 
Drive for public service assistance. 

On Feb. 18 at 5:08 p.m., the depart- 
ment responded to Route 57 rotary for a 
motor vehicle accident with no injuries. 

On Feb. 19 at 11:19 a.m., the depart- 


Saturday, Feb. 19 

Lamont F. Greene, 47, of 19 Bliss St., Apt. 
1, Springfield, was arrested on a charge of 
disorderly conduct. 

Manuel D.J. Alvarez, 42, of 166 River St., 
Apt. 4, West Springfield, was arrested on 
charges of operating under the influence of 
liquor; operating to endanger based on negli- 
gence; and speeding. 


Sunday, Feb. 20 

Matthew Williams, 21, of 183 Jackson 
Drive, West Suffield, Conn., was arrested on 
charges of breaking and entering in the night- 
time with intent to commit a felony (vehicle); 
and two counts of attempt to commit crime 
(breaking and entering motor vehicle). 

Matthew R. Bishop, 23, of 89 Crescent 
Circle, Westfield, was arrested on charges of 
breaking and entering in the nighttime with 
intent to commit a felony (vehicle); and two 
counts of attempt to commit crime (breaking 
and entering motor vehicle). 

Scott A. Puskey, 38, of 158 Beekman 
Drive, Agawam, was arrested on charges of 
operating under the influence of liquor (sec- 
ond offense); operating to endanger based on 
negligence; failure to stop at red light; 
marked lanes violation; and speeding. 


LOG 


ment responded to Maple Street for a 
lockout. 

On Feb. 19 at 1:40 p.m., the depart- 
ment responded to North Street 
Extension for power lines down. 

On Feb. 19 at 3:14 p.m., the depart- 
ment responded to Bondi’s Island 
Mulch Dump for a garbage dump or 
sanitary landfill fire. 

On Feb. 20 at 10:16 a.m., the depart- 
ment responded to Main Street for an 
alarm system sounding due to malfunc- 
tion. 

On Feb. 20 at 7:17 p.m., the depart- 
ment responded to Walnut Street for 
carbon monoxide detector activation 
due to malfunction. 

On Feb. 21 at 2:42 p.m., the depart- 
ment responded to Northwood Street for 
unintentional transmission of alarm. 


Page 9 


Oi. DEPOT 


Did You Pay Too Much For Your Last Oil Delivery? 


100 Gallon Minimum to Most Towns 


* Dependable Delivery 
* 24 Hour Burner Service 
* Radio Dispatched Trucks 


* Prompt Dependable Service 
* Senior Citizens Discount 
* Quality Grade Heating 


S° OFF wer 8! aa 
THE ONLY DIFFERENCE IS PRICE! 
(413) 739-0007 


= Sa 


Toll Free 1-877-291-5481 


LANDSCAPING 
SERVICE 


¢e LAWN MAINTENANCE 

ve WEEKLY & BI-WEEKLY MOWING 
ve SPRING & FALL CLEAN-UP 

¢e LANDSCAPE DESIGN & PLANTING 
ve FERTILIZING & SEEDING 

ve LIME & AERATION 

¢e BOBCAT SERVICE 


413-262-8754 


VISA" 


— 


ANIERICAN| 
EXPRESS 


ve COMPLETE TREE SERVICE 

ve MULCH, LOAM & STONE 

ve SHRUB TRIMMING & REMOVAL 
ve DRIVEWAY SEALING 

ve GUTTER CLEANING 

ve SNOWPLOWING & SANDING 


SNOWPLOWING 
& SALTING 


RESIDENTIAL e COMMERCIAL e CONDOS 


General Dentist 


(413) 569-1118 © www 


community and to make 
visits are not fearful, 


Winnie Cheung D.M.D. 


g 
Q Southwick’s Family Dentist 


515 College Highway (Rte. 202), Southwick, MA 
For appointment, please call 


ssunshinedentalcare.com 
Our Mission “Jo promote dental health for the 


DENTAL CARE 


ry for Kids & Families 


children realize that dental 
but enjoyable instead.” 


WE°VE MOVED! 


The Insurance Center of New 
England is proud to announce 
that we have moved into our 
beautiful new headquarters 
building at 1070 Suffield 
Street, Agawam. The old ICNE 
office on Park Street in West 
Springfield is now closed. 


We welcome our customers 
and friends to stop in and take 
a tour of our beautiful new 
facility! 


Gold Street 


Shoemaker Lane South Street i 


All phone and fax num 


bers remain unchanged. 


Insurance Center 
of New England, Inc. 


“Auto #Home #Life ™Commercial ™ Group Employee Benefits 


1070 Suffield Street * P.O. Box 1 


230 * Agawam «¢ Massachusetts 


(413) 781-2410 ¢ (800) 243-8134 * www.ICNEGroup.com 
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Seniors 


Hampden Bank 
contributes to early 


childhood 


Hampden Bank, with a branch on 
Boston Road in Wilbraham has been the 
latest organization to support Square 
One’s “Room to Grow” campaign. 

Hampden Bank is helping Square 
One to fulfill its mission of providing 
early education and care to children 
from working and inner city families by 
underwriting a classroom at Square 
One’s Main Street Children’s Center, 
located at 947 Main St. in Springfield. 

According to Kimberly Lee of 
Wilbraham, vice president of advance- 
ment, the “Room to Grow” classroom 
sponsorship programs is another way 
for local businesses like Hampden Bank 
to direct their giving to a specific cause 
with immediate impact and measurable 
results. 

“With Hampden Bank’s support, and 
the support of other local caring busi- 
nesses who are now signing up to sup- 
port their own classroom, we are able to 
invest in classroom materials, learning 
aides and activities that enrich the edu- 
cational experiences of both our teach- 
ers and our children,” said Lee. 

“Because there are at least 20 chil- 
dren in each classroom, their sponsor- 
ship impacts at least 20 local families,” 
Lee said. 


education 


Ten local businesses have already 
stepped forward to pledge their support 
to his foundation and in all, Square One 
is seeking the sponsorship of 34 class- 
rooms. 

For more information about Square 
One’s “Room to Grow” sponsorship 
program call Kim Lee at 858-3108. 


Glenn Welch, Executive Vice 
President of Hampden Bank 


MAKING 


BRIGHTER DAYS 


THAT'S WHAT WE DO. 


Hampden Bank Charitable Foundations have granted over $1.5 million dollars 


in support of our community. We'd like to thank our customers, our employees, 


and our shareholders for helping to create “brighter days” to all we serve. 


Member DIE” 


FDIC DIF 
hampdenbank.com 


, aw a 
HAMPDEN BANK 


A Brighter Idea. 


Hampden Bank Main Office * 19 Harrison Avenue ® Springfield, MA 01102-2048 © 413.736.1812 


Senior Center Friends 
announce upcoming events 


The Friends of the Agawam Senior Center 
have announced the following upcoming 
events. 

Tuesday, March 1: A fundraiser will be 
held at Agawam Friendly’s on Springfield 
Street. A percent of all sales from 5-8 p.m. 
will benefit Friends’ projects. Everyone is 
invited to join this event. 

Wednesday, March 2: Friends will meet 
at 10 a.m. in the dining room of the Senior 
Center. Anyone looking for more informa- 
tion about the group and what it does for the 
Senior Center is welcome to attend. Coffee 


Monday, Feb. 28: Friends Mohegan 
Sun Trip; 8:15 a.m., Weight Training; 9:30 
a.m., Line Dancing; 11:30 a.m., Yoga; 1 
p-m., Bingo. 

Tuesday, March 1: 9 a.m., Sewing, 
Exercise, Knitting; 10 a.m., PACE; Noon, 
Monthly Birthday Party; 12:30 p.m., 
Ladies Billiards; 1:30 p.m., Mah Jongg, 
Movie (“When in Rome”); 2:30 p.m., 
Chorus; 4 p.m., Zumba; 5-8 p.m., Friends 
Fundraiser at Friendly’s; 6 p.m., Beginners 
Line Dancing; 6:30 p.m., Evening Sewing 
Class. 

Wednesday, March 2: 8:15 a.m., Weight 
Training, Yoga; 9:30 a.m., Jewelry 
Making in Garden Room ($3 plus sup- 
plies); 10 a.m., Beginners Yoga, Friends 


Senior Center’s weekly calendar of events 


and tea are provided. 

Tuesday, March 8: Friends will host its 
Annual St. Patrick’s Day Dinner at the 
Senior Center. The dinner will begin at 5 
p.m. and the Agawam Colleen, Jessica 
Colson, and her court, Mari Leclerc, Alexis 
Lussier, Carly Michel and Courtney Rivest, 
will be the featured guests. Tickets are $12 
per person and all those in attendance are 
asked to bring two cans of food to be donat- 
ed to the Open Pantry. The public is wel- 
come. For more information and/or tickets, 
call Emile Cote at 335-9440. 


Meeting; 1 p.m., Ballroom Lessons; 1:30 
p.m., Golden Ages Chapter 2 Meeting; 6 
p-m., Guys & Dolls Pool Club, Western 
Mass. Genealogy Meeting. 

Thursday, March 3: 9 a.m., Exercise, 
Tax Prep (by appt), Free Hearting Test (by 
appt.); 9:30 a.m., Quilting; 10 a.m., Line 
Dancing 2; 12:15 p.m., Bridge; 1 p.m., 
Pitch; 1:30 p.m., Open Art; 2 p.m., 
Melody Band; 4 p.m., Zumba; 6:30 p.m., 
Pitch; 7 p.m., Autism Support Group. 

Friday, March 4: 8:30 a.m., Tap; 9:30 
a.m., Hand & Foot Card Game, Oil 
Painting; 10 a.m., Tai Chi; 11 a.m., Trip to 
Lunch Time Symphony Concert (full); 
11:15 am., Yoga; Noon, Canasta; 1 p.m., 
Cribbage, Beginner Computer Class. 


Notes from the Music Room 


By Darcy Davis 


Book three of the early years of the 
Agawam Golden Age Club in the 
“Archives Alley” of the Music Room at 
the Agawam Senior Center includes pic- 
tures and articles of additional shows by 
the group’s Glee Club. 

Following the “Western Review” in 
1963 came “A Sailors Holiday” staged at 
the Congregational Church hall in 1964. 
The Phelps School auditorium was the 
scene of “Show Boat” in 1965, followed 


Monday, Feb. 28: Chicken parmesan, 
pasta and sauce, Caesar salad, apples. 

Tuesday, March 1: Swedish meatballs 
over egg noodles, corn, birthday cake. 

Wednesday, March 2: Pork chops, 
mashed potatoes, dilled carrots, apple- 
sauce. 


by “Hawaiian Melody” in 1966. Ethel 
Whitemarsh served as pianist and Claudia 
Torrey continued as director. 

An observation - In recent years, the Senior 
Center chorus has done a “Country Western 
Program,” “From Sea to Shining Sea” and 
“Love Boat.” It seems that the more time 
passes, the more we stay the same, at least for 
senior citizens. On the other hand, we feel 
that the recent “Love Boat” show raised the 
innovative spirit to greater heights. 

The public is welcome to visit the Music 
Room. 


Agawam Senior Center lunch menu 


Thursday, March 3: Chicken and 
dumplings, mixed vegetables, garden 
salad, pudding. 

Friday, March 4: Tomato rice soup, 
tuna on wheat with lettuce and tomato, 
mixed fruit. 


Senior Center to offer jewelry making 


The Agawam Senior Center will offer jewelry making with Sandy Merrill, Wednesday, 
March 2 from 9:30-11:30 a.m. Anyone interested in joining can call Kristina Lynch at the 
Agawam Senior Center at 821-0605. The cost for the class is $3 plus supplies. 


ts 


Sule remte Oil 
“5 §8-0665 


We Offer 24-Hour 
Burner Service & 
Winter Discounts 


6¢ OFF PER GALLON 


with 100 Galion Minimum 


with this coupon 
expires 3-31-11 
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Learning from the pas 


School staff looks to stop, prevent bullying 


By Angie Jordan 
Turley Publications Correspondent 


AGAWAM - The worst pain a parent or 
family could to face is the death of a child. 
Losing a child is something you never learn 
to accept. However, if it’s possible to spread. 
awareness that may prevent another child 
and his or her family from ever having to go 
through what two local families had to 
endure, it can be the saving grace that helps 
those grieving make it through their daily 
routines a little easier. 

In recent years, it’s become apparent that 
bullying is an epidemic in schools across the 
nation. Bullying is the repeated targeting of 
another whether written, verbal or electronic 
message, or physical act or gesture meant to 
cause physical or emotional harm. It creates 
a hostile environment at school for the target, 
infringes on his or her right to feel safe at 
school and substantially disrupts the educa- 
tion process and the 


ed bullying behavior over the last three 
years,” Thomas said recently. “We feel this is 
directly the result of the Positive Behavioral 
Interventions and Supports (PBIS) we have 
instituted as well as regular lessons from our 
school adjustment counselors on bullying 
and The Second Steps and Steps to Respect 
Programs that have been in use over many 
years.” 

According to Thomas, PBIS and the other 
programs implemented at Granger School 
are aimed to promote and maximize academ- 
ic achievement and behavioral competence. 

“They are wide strategies for helping all 
students achieve important social and learn- 
ing goals,” she said. “We know that when 
good behavior and good teaching come 
together, our students will excel in their 
learning.” 

Similar policies are in place on the junior 
high school level. Following the deaths of 
Carl Joseph Walker-Hoover and Phoebe 
Prince, schools across 
the Commonwealth 


orderly operations of a 
school. It doesn’t need 
to be physical, though; 
school officials have 
declared that cyber bul- 
lying via text messages, 
e-mails or social net- 
working sites, is a form 
of bullying. 

In the last several 
years, two Western 
Mass students have 
succumbed to bullying 
at their schools. Carl 


“Our job is to make school 
a safe environment for our 
students... so they feel 
comfortable enough to 
focus on learning.” 


Norm Robbins, principal 
Agawam Junior High School 


were mandated to have 
a bully policy and pro- 
tocol and place. 

“We investigate 
every reported issue 
and follow our district 
bullying plan as it 
relates to parent notifi- 
cation, documentation 
and behavioral conse- 
quences,” said 
Robbins, adding, “With 
the new law we are 


Joseph Walker-Hoover, 

of Springfield, hanged himself in April 2009. 
His family claimed he had been a target of 
bullying while attending New Leadership 
Charter School. Students would call him gay, 
pick on his clothing, and even threaten to 
harm him on a daily basis. 

Likewise, Phoebe Prince, of South Hadley, 
was a target of bullying. Her death garnered 
national attention. Phoebe moved from 
Ireland to South Hadley where she was a stu- 
dent at South Hadley High School. She 
hanged herself Jan. 14, 2010 after being 
harassed by students about issues over a brief 
relationship with a football player and anoth- 
er male student. According to reports, 
Phoebe had been susceptible to bullying and 
had been bullied in Ireland as well. Phoebe’s 
case became national news and brought forth 
a new legislation in Massachusetts, which 
was signed into law last May. 

Six students have been charged in connec- 
tion with her death. Charges filed include at 
least one count of statutory rape and various 
civil rights violations. 

Locally, principals of Agawam Public 
Schools are trying to deal with reported cases 
of bullying in hopes of preventing another 
death like Phoebe’s. 

Tari Thomas, principal of the Clifford M. 
Granger Elementary School, and Norm 
Robbins, principal of the Agawam Junior 
High School, both represent various age 
groups and have seen and dealt with issues 
with bullying in the past. The elementary 
school ranges from age 5 to 10, and the mid- 
dle school, ages 13-15. 

“The Clifford M. Granger School’s disci- 
pline data demonstrates a decrease in report- 


now responsible for 
issues that happen outside of school that may 
carry over into the building.” 

As a result, he said the school is now see- 
ing an increase in reports about texting and 
inappropriate postings on social network 
sites like Facebook and My Space that hap- 
pen on weekends or after hours, which can 
affect the students at school. 

“We alert parents of the situation and ask 
for their support in helping resolve the matter 
quickly,” Robbins said. 

Although Thomas said she is not an expert 
and cannot pinpoint an exact reason someone 
may bully others, she said research indicates 
bullying is a way students get desired atten- 
tion. 

“Our data demonstrates that the actions 
frequently appear to be attention seeking 
behaviors that might include a need to be 
respected by peers, a need for power, gratifi- 
cation or even physical gain,” she said. 

“Bullying is always about an imbalance of 
power,” noted Robbins. “Unfortunately, 
today, much of the bullying that exists can be 
anonymous. Technology allows for people to 
say or do mean things while hiding behind a 
computer, a text message or an electronic 
posting on a social network site.” 

For the most part bullying is a learned 
behavior, Robbins said. 

“Bullies have either been bullied in the 
past and now carry that emotional baggage 
with them and act out on others, or they have 
seen someone they admire bully someone 
else and are trying to emulate that behavior 
in order to become accepted and popular. In 


Please see BULLY, page 12 


LONGMEADOW - The Center for the 
Study and Use of Total Communication at 
the Willie Ross School for the Deaf recently 
announced its Spring 2011 Sign Language 
Program. The spring term will begin March 
1 and continue through June 7. 

Classes at the Willie Ross School’s 
Longmeadow campus are offered at begin- 


t Sign language program to begin March 1 


ner, advanced beginner, intermediate and 
advanced conversation levels in simultane- 
ous voice and sign. 

Registration is available by mail or in per- 
son on March 1 from 6:30 to 7 p.m. For a 
registration form or more information, call 
the school at 567-0374 between 8:30 a.m. 
and 4:30 p.m. 


Century 21: A home 
buyer’s first choice 


By Sarah Platanitis 
Turley Publications Correspondent 


James Cichetti runs the Century 21 
Hometown Associates office in Feeding 
Hills. His group has been in this location 
for the past three years and last year had 
the number one market share in Agawam. 

“We're here to help, to work with the 
people who walk through our door,” said 
Cichetti, who has been with Century 21 
for four years. “We give suggestions but 
also need client input, not just the mar- 
ket’s input on what’s best for a home.” 

For those interested in selling their 
home, Cichetti and his group will take a 
tour of the house, research the 
Comparable Market Analysis and set up a 
free CMA presentation to share informa- 
tion with prospective clients like how and 
where the sale will be marketed and the 
number of open houses to be scheduled. 
They will also give suggestions for 
repairs or possible remodels and help 
stage the house. 

For those interested in buying a house, 
Cichetti and his group members sit with 
potential buyers to build criteria of what 


they are looking for in their new home. 
They will then match the number of beds 
and baths needed along with price ranges 
and connect buyers with banking 
resources to lessen the anxieties of pre- 
qualifying and beyond. 

Cichetti said that it is easy for him to 
explain to prospective buyers about the 
benefits of living in the Agawam and 
Feeding Hills area; he grew up in 
Agawam, sits on the city council and 
ensures that his office gives back to their 
community by sponsoring sports teams. 

For more information about how 
Century 21 Hometown Associates can 
assist you, call 413-789-1117. 
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Cou Hometown Associates 


www.C21HometownAssociates.com 


© The Gold Standard (413) 789-1117 


357 No. Westfield St., Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


Locally owned with 5 convenient office locations: 
Chicopee ¢ Feeding Hills ¢ East Longmeadow ¢ Westfield ¢ West Springfield 


Scie ty Bi var ae weil 


76 Fordham Ave $199,000 
Vinyl sided one owner home near Feeding Hills center. Plenty of space 
in this 3 or 4 br, 1400 sq ft home with a bath and a half. Needs some 
updating but solid home. Huge basement that could be finished for 
additional living space. Large level lot with enough room to add a 
garage. Come add your touches and make it your own! #7784143 


pte 


Education fo 


Why did freshman Jesse McLain 
choose Cathedral High School? 


¥ Wanted a small, private school for individual 
attention 


¥ Wanted to excel in the sports he loves, Golf, 
Hockey and Lacrosse 


¥ Wanted to participate in the strong community and 


identity. 
Vv Really LOVES the school lunch! 


What Are Your Priorities? 


CATHEDRAL 


family that is part of Cathedral High School's Catholic 


SCHOOL.WSpcrz 


the 21st Century 


M i've always wanted to be 

a pilot! To have an internship 

at an airport or with a local 

pilot before | go to college 
would be awesome! yy 


V] 
Ja 3-782-5285 « cathedralhigh.org 


IGH SCHOOL 


OPEN HOUSE for Strategic Plan Information * Thursday, March 3 « 6:00pm in the Auditorium 
Learn of the new and exciting initiatives beginning for the fall 2011, providing the enhanced 


learning students need to excel today and in their future! 


86 Spear Farm Rd $364,000 
PRICE REDUCED! Don't let this one get away! View this fantastic, move 
in cond. col. With 3 large br on the cul-de-sac in a very sought after 
area of Feeding Hills. This beautiful home offers it all an open flr plan 
w/gas fireplace, cair, cvac, & part fin bsmt for added room. Exquisite 
landscaping in a very private fenced in back yard with a 2 tier deck & 
ool. Wrap around front porch & sprinklers. #7169855 


64 Rosie Ln $289,900 
Seven room, four bedroom Dutch colonial with a two car garage 

with room above for storage. Spacious dining room with sliders to 
atio. Living room with fireplace. Two bedrooms on first level. Master 
edroom on second level. Finished basement with laundry room, play 
room and rec room. (vinyl-coated aluminum siding). #1182792 


53 Charest Ln $430,000 
Beautiful spacious 11rm home, 4bd , 4 full baths, great family rm, game 
rm on a nice quite street in a desirable area. Masterbed with dressing 
area between full bath and walk-in closet. Formal dining rm doors go 
right out to the luxurious backyard. Deck, covered patio, gazebo and 
inground pool, great place to entertain. 1st Floor Laundry and tiled mud 
room. 2 c-air units & 2 furnaces as well as a Newer Roof. #1129441 


Lot 5 Zacks Way $434,900 
Spectacular 16 lot sub-division in a sought after area of Agawam to be 
uilt by T. Russo Const. and D. Godbout custom homes. Make your 
appointment now with our builders to choose your plan all homes to 
range between 2000 and 2600 sq ft. Some of the fine amenities of our 
custom home packages are to include hardwood floors, granite counter 
op, ceramic tile, custom kitchens and baths. #7709525 


Lot 4 Zacks Way $442,900 
Construction to begin soon on this 7 room, 4 br, 3 full baths Colonial 
with all the bells and whistles! 2500 sf, / ac lot, gas heating system, 
central air, 2 car garage. Make your appointment and customize your 
dream home! 471130206 
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Dave's Soda and Pet City 


By Joan Long 
Turley Publications Correspondent 


When Dave Ratner opened Dave’s 
Soda City in 1975, he probably didn’t 
realize it would soon grow to a chain of 
five stores that featured pets and their 
food, toys, and accessories. Today, soda 
generates only about 2 percent of his 
business. He’s come a long way from his 
humble Hadley beginnings, with a corpo- 
rate office residing in the Agawam store, 
and additional store locations in Hadley, 
Northampton, Springfield, and Ware. 

“Tt’s cool to have third 


Dave’s Soda and Pet City also gets 
involved in many community events, 
offering dog washes, or hosting blood 
drives. 

“Career days at schools are the most 
fun,” he said. 

While Ratner’s face may be a familiar 
mug due to local TV appearances and 
commercials, he maintains that it’s the 
customer focus that makes up the real 
marketing, even though he admits, “I can 
be goofy.” He says the stores provide 
products that solve customer’s problems. 

“We have great prices,” he said. “If 


generation customers,” 
said Ratner, who attrib- 
utes much of his success 
to his employees. “We 
have the nicest employ- 
ees in the history of the 
world. They know what 
they are doing, and they 
care about animals.” 

Pet food owners are a 
savvy bunch, and 
Ratner said he notices 
an increase in business 
when there is a pet food 
recall. Owners want the 
best for their furry 
friends. As such, the 
store carries a large 
number of brands, 
offering choices to cus- 
tomers that range from 
all natural and organic, 
to Dave’s own “Simply 
the Best” brand, recog- 
nizable for its “Dog got 
Gas?” line of food, just one of the 
line’s specialties. He says pet owners 
should have the “best food in the 
world,” which is what inspired him. 
He consulted a nutritionist in develop- 
ing his recipes. “There’s so much mis- 
information out there,” said Ratner, 
adding, “we just want to provide the 
best food we can.” 


events. 
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Tips for parents: What to do 
if your child ts being bullied 


If your child is being bullied at school, it 
can be a painful experience for your family. 
Here are some things you can do to support 
your child if he/she is being bullied: 


* Never tell your child to ignore the bul- 
lying. 

* Don’t blame your child for the bullying 
or assume he/she did something to provoke it. 

* Allow your child to talk about the bully- 
ing experience. Write down what is shared. 

* Empathize with your child. Tell him that 
bullying is wrong, that it is not his fault, and 
that you are glad he had the courage to tell 
you about it. 

* Tf you disagree with how your child han- 
dled the bullying situation, don’t criticize. It’s 
difficult for children to know how best to 
respond. 

* Do not encourage physical retaliation. 


* Check your emotions. A parent’s protec- 
tive instincts stir strong emotions. Step back 
and consider the next step carefully. 

* Contact a teacher, school counselor or 
principal at your school immediately and share 
your concerns about your child’s bullying. 

* Encourage your child to develop inter- 
ests and hobbies that will help build resilien- 
cy in difficult situations like bullying. 

* Encourage your child to make contact 
with friendly students in his or her class, or 
help your child meet new friends outside of 
school. 

* Teach your child safety strategies, such 
as how to seek help from an adult. 

* Make sure your child has a safe and lov- 
ing home environment. 

* If you or your child needs additional 
help, seek help from a school counselor 
and/or mental health professional. 


Turley Publications submitted photo 


Dave Ratner, owner of Dave’s Soda and Pet 
City, loves getting involved in community 


you are having a bad day, come here and 
we will make you feel good.” 

The stores carry pets and supplies for all 
sorts of animals. The Agawam store is open 
Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sunday 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more information, 
visit www.davessodaandpetcity.com. 


$49.99 


CODE: AA5 


$99.99 


CODE: AA10 


$20 ORE $100 or More 


CODE: AA20 


Limit one coupon per customer. Cannot be combined with any 
other offers. One time use only. Valid at any of our store location. 
Coupon offer valid with Free Club Dave's card only. Expires March 20, 2011. 


It's aZooin here! p_ 


Agawam 
151 Springfield St. 
Springfield 
1330 Carew St. 


335 Russell St. 


Ware 
140 West St. 


Northampton 
104 N. King St. 
Big Y Plaza 


Big Y Plaza 


For specials and much more visit us at 
www.davessodaandpetcity.com 
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Speaker 


took all the air right out of me,” said Soares. 

He then did a quick, 20-second demon- 
stration for the students to show them how 
that moment could have gone instead; how 
his idol could have taken the time to sign 
his baseball and pay him a compliment 
that he would have remembered and treas- 
ured all his life. 

Soares went on to tell the students gath- 
ered in the auditorium more stories about 
times in his life when he was too busy or too 
wrapped up in himself to stop and reflect on 
the impact of his own words, which were 
often harsh to others. 


“Everyone makes life too busy. We don’t 
realize that an exasperated tone can still hurt 
people,” he said. “Why not make your inter- 
action with others something positive 
instead? We’re all busy. We all have many 
things going on in our lives, but before you 
say something rude to somebody, before you 
brush them off or avoid making time for 
them, realize that they may have things going 
on in their own lives that you know nothing 
about. They may have problems or negative 
things going on at home, and their conversa- 
tion with you, if you make your interaction 
with others something positive, may be the 
only positive thing that happens in that per- 
son’s life all day.” 


Bully 


many cases, it’s also an act of insecurity, lack 
of self-confidence or lack of attention. Rarely 
have I seen a bully pick on someone that is 
on equal standing with them. For me that is 
the most distressing part of the situation.” 

Parents are often unaware that their child 
is being bullied. 

“The best advice I share with parents is to 
continue be involved with your child,” said 
Robbins. “Know where they are and who 
they are with. This is the age where children 
do not want their parents around or involved 
in their lives. This is also the time when par- 
ents should be most involved in their child’s 
social and educational life.” 

He urged parents to keep an open mind 
and recognize any changes in behavior or 
routines. 

“If you have an outgoing, energetic child 
and they are suddenly acting withdrawn or 
introverted, take note and monitor,” he said. 
“Be aware of any sudden changes in friends. 
While this is normal in junior high school, 
it’s also a good idea to ask them why they are 
not hanging out or talking with certain 
friends. Also, be honest with your child about 
technology. Let them know that you will be 
reviewing their online accounts and text mes- 
sages in order to prevent them from acting 
inappropriately or being targeted by other 
people. This is not an invasion of their priva- 
cy but an act of responsibility that will keep 
them safe.” 

Robbins suggest parents do not delete text 
messages or Facebook postings, but rather 
print them out and provide copies to the 
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Residents attain 
honors at St. 
Thomas School 


The following local students were among 
those to be named to the second quarter 
honor roll at St. Thomas the Apostle School 
in West Springfield. 

Second honors: Grade 6 - Lauren Fedor; 
Grade 5 - Isabella Boutet, Juhi Rayonia, 
Jessica Santos. 

Third honors: Grade 8 - Jude Giordano; 
Grade 7 - Abaigeal Malouin, Jaime 
Martinez. 


office to use in its investigation in the event 
bullying is suspected. And when in doubt, 
ask. 

“Call the school and ask to speak with a 
counselor, a teacher, or administration about 
any concerns you may have,” Robbins said. 
“The more we know about a situation, the 
better we can work with the families to 
resolve the concern and support the student. 
It’s our job to assist students and their fami- 
lies. Our job is to make school a safe envi- 
ronment for our students first so they feel 
comfortable enough to focus on learning. We 
are always looking for ways to improve and 
build a bully-proof environment.” 

For some, the fear of retaliation can be a 
crippling one, preventing some children from 
coming forward when they or a friend are 
being bullied. 

At the Clifford M. Granger Elementary 
School, students are taught to “Stop-Walk 
and Talk” to an adult when they find them- 
selves in a conflict or when dealing with 
inappropriate behavior. 

“Combating bullying is a mission that 
requires cooperation between everyone 
involved,” Thomas said. “Parents, the 
school, and the community must work 
together to stop bullying. We are fortunate 
the Agawam Public Schools have developed 
a comprehensive intervention plan that 
involves all students, parents, and school 
staff ensuring that all students can learn in a 
safe and fear free environment.” 

In the end, however, students and school 
officials need to learn from the past. 

“Every situation is a teachable moment for 
students and adults,” Robbins said. 


Academy 
students earn 


academic honors 


WILBRAHAM - Wilbraham & 
Monson Academy Head of School 
Rodney LaBrecque has announced area 
students that have earned places on the 
fall 2010 academic honors lists. Joseph 
Powers, of Agawam, earned honors (3.3 
average) and Carly Cronin earned high- 
est honors (4.0 average). 


See more In the Classroom on pages 19-21 
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Agawam Schools’ 
weekly lunch menu 


AGAWAM HIGH SCHOOL 

Monday, Feb. 28: Baked chicken 
nuggets with dipping sauce, steamed 
white rice, vegetable, fresh and chilled 
fruit, dessert. 

Tuesday, March 1: Frito pie (layered 
Fritos, taco meat and cheese) fresh and 
chilled fruit, pudding with topping. 

Wednesday, March 2: Buttered noo- 
dles with meat sauce on the side, bread- 
stick, California mix vegetables, fresh 
and chilled fruit, Jell-O with topping. 

Thursday, March 3: Pizza of the day, 
salad with lite dressing, fresh and 
chilled fruit, homemade baked cookie. 

Friday, March 4: Spicy chicken patty 
on a roll with condiments, baked potato 
wedges, vegetable, fresh and chilled 
fruit, dessert. 

AGAWAM JUNIOR HIGH 
SCHOOL 

Monday, Feb. 28: Baked mozzarella 
sticks with marinara sauce, mashed 
potatoes, seasoned corn, fresh and 
chilled fruit, dessert. 

Tuesday, March 1: Roasted chicken 
meal, dinner roll, mashed potatoes, sea- 
soned corn, fresh and chilled fruit, ice 
cream sundae cup. 

Wednesday, March 2: Buttered noo- 
dles with meat sauce on the side, bread- 
stick, California mix vegetables, fresh 
and chilled fruit, Jell-O with topping. 

Thursday, March 3: Cheese pizza, 
salad with lite dressing, fresh and 
chilled fruit, homemade baked cookie. 

Friday, March 4: Frito pie (layered 
Fritos, taco meat and cheese) fresh and 
chilled fruit, dessert. 


ROBERTA G. DOERING 
SCHOOL 

Monday, Feb. 28: Teriyaki rice bowl 
(white rice, Oriental vegetable blend, 
teriyaki chicken nuggets), fresh and 
chilled fruit, fortune cookie. 

Tuesday, March 1: Meatball grinder 
with shredded mozzarella, baked 
Cheetos, vegetable, fresh and chilled 
fruit, ice cream sandwich. 

Wednesday, March 2: Buttered noodles 
with meat sauce on the side, breadstick, 
California mix vegetables, fresh and 
chilled fruit, Jell-O with topping. 

Thursday, March 3: Pizza of the day, 
salad with lite dressing, fresh and chilled 
fruit, homemade baked cookie. 

Friday, March 4: Hot dog on a roll 
with condiments, baked potato wedges, 
baked beans, fresh and chilled fruit, 
brownie. 

AGAWAM ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS 

Monday, Feb. 28: Teriyaki rice bowl 
(white rice, Oriental vegetable blend, 
teriyaki chicken nuggets), fresh and 
chilled fruit, fortune cookie. 

Tuesday, March 1: Pepperoni and 
cheese stuffer, mashed potatoes, veg- 
etable, fresh and chilled fruit, pudding 
with topping. 

Wednesday, March 2: Buttered noodles 
with meat sauce on the side, breadstick, 
California mix vegetables, fresh and 
chilled fruit, cookie. 

Thursday, March 3: Pizza of the day, 
salad with lite dressing, fresh and chilled 
fruit, homemade baked cookie. 

Friday, March 4: Hot dog on a roll with 
condiments, Smart Food Popcorn, baked 
beans, fresh and chilled fruit, brownie. 
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riday Lunchtime Concert 


INGFIELD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 


YIN 


DIX! Xl XIX 


March 4 at 12:30 pm 


50 minute Lunchtime Concert featuring musical slices 
from Saturday evenings performance sprinkled with 
delicious commentary by Maestro Rhodes. 


Box lunches provided by Café Lebanon - $7.50 order by Wed, March 2 
$14 Adults - $12 Seniors (65 & up) - $7 Youths (4 to 17) 
Tickets available at springfieldsymphony.org or 413.733.2291 
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Allied Flooring and Paint 
gives back to commuunity 


By Sarah Platanitis 
Turley Publications Correspondent 


Allied Flooring and Paint is one of 
the largest independent flooring retailers 
in northern Connecticut and Western 
Mass. The business grew from a part- 
nership and a drive to provide a more 
personalized service so that retail con- 
sumers could move away from big-box 
stores and shop locally. 

Mario Tedeschi worked in the com- 
mercial floor covering business for 11 
years before branching out with business 
partner John Portelance in 1998. The duo 
purchased an existing commercial com- 
pany and added paint lines in 2003. 
When Portelance passed away in 2005, 
Tedeschi kept on by relocating the com- 
pany to Agawam and continuing develop- 
ment efforts to allow even more resources 
to go toward residential customers. 

“2010 has seen an expansion of fea- 
tures to include the services of carpet 
cleaning and 24-hour emergency water 
extraction.” said Tedeschi, “Our store 


now carries three major brands of paint 
and all aspects of flooring products 
from carpet, sheet vinyl, ceramic, and 
hardwood. 

Business has been good. Never hav- 
ing a down year, Allied Flooring and 
Paint stayed steady during the recession. 
Tedeschi attributes the recent increase in 
sales to the people of Agawam, Feeding 
Hills and surrounding towns. 

“We’re running a marathon, not a 
sprint.” said Tedeschi. “When we go 
into a project, we research it and make 
sure we have the resources to satisfy our 
customers. Once we move forward, we 
sit back, listen, and see how we can 
improve.” 

For Tedeschi and his crew, every day 
is different. Since they specialize in 
both commercial and residential, they 
can react and get their customers 
through their emergencies. Whether it 
means purchasing an extra $25,000 
worth of equipment to better assist in 
the event of water damage or investing 
extra time and energy in the company, 

his team has become a 


Is ea 


family. 

Tedeschi hopes later 
this year to open a chari- 
table organization where 
donations go directly to 
the Agawam Public 
Schools via the PTO. 
The company gives back 
to community and spon- 
sors several team sports. 
Tedeschi and paint 
department manager Jim 
Nadeau also have plans 
to put together a 5K run 
for charity. 

For more information, 


Turley Publications photo by Sarah Platanitis 
Mario Tedeschi of Allied Floring and Paint in 


Agawam. 


FLOORING AND PAINT 
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visit www.allied- 
flooringandpaint.com. 
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FLOORING AND PAINT 
AGAWAM, MA 413-223-3100 
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Students at Agawam High School raided their 

parents’ closets and local thrift stores recently 

to take part in an ‘80s fashion dress-up day to 

benefit the James Franco Scholarship Fund. WY | 

Franco was a 2003 Agawam High School 3 - 

graduate that continued on as an art major at ae Hird 

Westfield State College. His work was seenin _ Flashing back to Flashdance are (from left) 

galleries in Boston and New York City. The Janine Woodburn, 17, Meghan Fish, 16, and 
a 5 ee Emily Bouthiller, 17. 

scholarship is held every year in his honor. 


2 4 


Turley Publications photos by Connie J. Casagrande 


Cindy Lauper’s music video “Girls Just Wanna 
Have Fun” was the inspiration for Lauren 
Habib, 17, and Ilvanna Melnichuk, 16. 


(2 _ re 


Lunchtime was the perfect time to have the ‘80s flashback. Fashions were inspired by Cindy 
Lauper, Flashdance, the Stray Cats, Saved by the Bell and, of course, Madonna. 


The Agawam Park and Recreation 


A make-your-own-sundae 
jamboree with dad George 

Ghareeb and daughters 
Diana, 6 and Nadia, 9. 


Department recently sponsored a 
father/daughter dance held at 
Crestview Country Club. This year’s 
event, held Feb. 15, was attended by 
120 girls and 100 dads. 


Turley Publications photos by Connie J. Casagrande 


A daughter may outgrow your lap, but she will 
never outgrow your heart. Robert Houle and 
his daughter Emily, 8, look forward to this 
fect step with his daughter, Jessica, 6. smiles with his daughters Dayne, 7, and Lily,5. event every year. 


A moment to remember. Matt Reed is in per- 
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Brownies swim at 
Western Mass 
Sectionals 


By Nate Rosenthal 
Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 


SPRINGFIELD — The Linkletter Natatorium was 
the site of the 2011 Western Mass Swimming 
Championships with more than 25 teams from the 
area taking part. This represents the culmination for 
the Western Mass swim season for a large number of 
swimmers and as always draws a packed house. 

Agawam High had several swimmers take part in 
individual as well as relay events. The boys scored 
23 points and finished 14th in the field, while the 
girls had 10 to place 17th in their group. 

Both boys and girls meets were won by the 
respective squads from Minnechaug. After their 
second straight undefeated season, the boys rolled to 
a fourth straight title with 278 points, well ahead of 
runner up Westfield with 178. Amherst at 140; 
Longmeadow at 139; Northampton at 134 and 
Holyoke Catholic at 103 rounded out the top six. 
On the girls’ side, it was the third win in a row for 
Minnechaug, with them beating Westfield 244-200. 
Northampton at 174, East Longmeadow at 160, 
Catholic at 119 and Easthampton at 93 followed to 
six places. 

The boys meet was dominated by Minnechaug. 
They were in fourth after the opening 200-yard med- 
ley relay and then took the lead in the first individ- 
ual event, the 200-yard freestyle. They never lost 


Please see SWIM, page 18 


Brownies hanging tough 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications Sports 
Correspondent 


AGAWAM - The Agawam boys 
basketball team suffered a small set- 
back after recently qualifying for the 
Western Massachusetts Division | 
Tournament for the first time in four 
years. Agawam was beat for the second 
time by Sabis, 59-56, last Friday night. 

In a game played at Clifford Kibbe 
Gymnasium in Agawam, the Brownies 
came close to beating their new league 
rival, but even another great perform- 
ance by senior A. J. Efstratios, who 
brought it with 19 points was not 
enough to close the gap at the end of 
the game. 

Agawam led early in the game 
before Sabis came back to tie the score 
29-29 at halftime. Agawam came out 
aggressive in the second half, but fell 
behind by five. 

They would stay close, but never 
manage to catch up to Sabis at the end 
of the game. 

They did hold the Bulldogs to under 
60 points, something few teams have 
been able to do against the offensively- 
strong team. 

Sabis put together a pair of baskets in 
the final minute to secure the victory. 

Efstratios had three treys to help the 
Brownies. Tyler Desrosiers had 15 
points and Ryan Labonte added 11 for 


Turley Publications staff photo by Dave Forbes 
Agawam captain Kevin Wheeler 
reaches in to take the puck. 


Agawam goalie Devin Basile 
attempts to cover up a loose 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications Sports 
Correspondent 


AGAWAM - The monkey is 
finally off their back. 

The Agawam hockey team 
picked up their biggest win of the 
season as they finally downed 
Holyoke for the first time in three 
years 2-1 last Saturday night at 
Olympia Ice Center in West 
Springfield. 

The win came in the middle of a 
marathon week where the 
Brownies were making up games 
and completing the regular season. 

Their victory over Holyoke com- 
pletely overshadowed their third 
consecutive Fay Division title, 
where they went a perfect 8-0 
against their four league team- 
mates. 

Agawam got a great perform- 
ance from Devin Basile, who only 
allowed a goal in the third period. 
He also defended the goal very 
well at the end of the game with 
Agawam clinging to the 2-1 lead. 
He made a total of 29 saves for the 
game and received help from a pair 
of teammates to pick up his first 
career victory over Holyoke. 

Steve Buoniconti and Tom 
Matroni each scored in the game. 

Matroni got Agawam on the 
board in the second period with his 
goal. Buoniconti scored the even- 
tual game-winner with an unassist- 
ed tally with just over 10 minutes 
to go in the game. 

Agawam wrapped up the regular 
season with a record of 15-4-1. 
They beat Greenfield and Amherst 
last week, beating Greenfield 4-1 
and Amherst 4-2 to complete their 
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Fay Division title. 

In the victory over Greenfield, 
Kevin Wheeler scored two goals 
and an assist, notching his 100th 
career point for the Brownies. 

Wheeler scored an empty net 
goal late in the game, his second of 
the net for his 100th point. 
Wheeler plays center on the first 
line for Agawam. 

Agawam also got goals from 
Buoniconti and one score from 
James Newsome. Cam Pinkham 
had a rare start in goal for the 
Brownies, and made 11 saves for 
the victory. 

Against Amherst, the Brownies 
broke a 2-2 with a pair of goals in 
the third period to pick up the win 
against their rival Hurricanes. 

The Brownies got out to a 2-1 
lead after one period before 
Amherst tied the score. Newsome 
scored two goals in the game and 
Wheeler and Cory Jenks added the 
other scores. Basile made 24 saves 
for the win. 

Agawam will await their posi- 
tion in the Western Massachusetts 
Division IIIA Tournament. They 
have lost to Holyoke the past three 
seasons in the tournament, two of 
them coming in the finals of the 
tournament. 

Holyoke’s loss to Agawam was 
their first this season. Agawam 
only has two losses against local 
opponents. Their other two losses 
came against Eastern Mass. oppo- 
nents. 


Gregory A, Scibelli is a sports 
correspondent for Turley 
Publications. He can be reached at 
gscibelli@turley.com. 


Agawam. 

The Brownies are 11-7 and played 
their final two games of the season ear- 
lier this week against New Leadership 
and Ludlow (at Belchertown High 
School), both Central League oppo- 
nents. If Agawam can win at least one 
of the final two games, they would 
clinch a second-place finish in the 
league. 

Sabis will likely win the Central 
League. They currently hold a 6-1 
record. 

The girls basketball team was elimi- 
nated from tournament contention and 
continued to struggle. But they picked 
up a victory last week when they beat 
Chicopee, 56-43. They followed that 
with a loss against Chicopee Comp, 39- 
30, last Friday night. 

Against the Pacers, Agawam had a 
great offensive output, having a rare 50- 
plus point output. 

They trailed by five early in the 
game, but their defense picked up in the 
second quarter, going on a 17-4 run to 
take a halftime lead. They would con- 
tinue the same pace for the rest of the 
game to pick up the win. 

Agawam got scoring from Alycia 
Rackliffe, who had 19 points. Nicole 
Johnson and Jessica Frawley each 
scored nine points. 

Against the Colts, Agawam and 
Chicopee Comp struggled on offense 
throughout the game. Agawam only 


in Central 
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sweetdogphotos.com 


Agawam’s Nicole Johnson 
(12) goes in for a layup. 


got eight points from Frawley and six 
from Johnson. The Brownies are 6-12 
heading into the final two games of the 
season. 


Gregory A. Scibelli is a sports corre- 
spondent for Turley Publications. He 
can be reached at gscibelli@turley.com. 
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Sponsored by 
: Bruno’s 
Pizzeria 


807 Springfield Street 
Feeding Hills 


786-8717 


Each “Athlete of the Week” will receive a large pizza and a two-litre Coke, compliments of Eddie Santaniello and the friendly folks at Bruno’s Pizzeria. 


Basile coming into his own on ice 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications Sports 
Correspondent 


AGAWAM - Agawam hockey has 
boasted a series of very talented goalies. 
Two years ago heading into the tourna- 
ment, Devin Basile was backing up a tal- 
ented Steve Fiedler. 

Now, Basile has come into his own, last 
year reaching the Western Massachusetts 
Division 3A final. This year, he finally 
beat Holyoke. 

Basile is the choice to be the Agawam 
Advertiser News Athlete of the Week. 

Basile, who also plays attacker on the 
varsity lacrosse team, has played hockey 
nearly all his life. 

Fourteen years ago, he began learning 
how to skate. Once he became comfort- 
able on blades, he began playing hockey in 
instructional leagues in Springfield. He 
continued with the sport and with rotating 
positions, eventually settling on the goal- 
keeping position. 

“T started to really like it,” said Basile. 
“So I decided to stick with it.” 

Basile reached the varsity level as a 
freshman, and played behind Fiedler for 
two years before getting the opportunity to 
play as the regular starter. Basile has two 
like he was under him currently, Anthony 
Aciota and Cam Pinkham. 


~ 
Gj 


“Those guys really help to push me and 
make me better,” said Basile. “Sometimes 
we like to compete with each other in prac- 
tice.” 


FILE PHOTO 
Agawam senior Devin Basile reached the varsity level as a freshman, 
and played behind Steve Fiedler for two years before getting the oppor- 
tunity to play as the regular starter. 


Basile, a senior, will give way to the pair 
next season. Basile has not decided where 
he plans to attend college, but says he 
would like to pursue engineering and play 


club hockey. 

Last Saturday, Basile gave up just one 
goal in a narrow 2-1 victory over Holyoke. 
It was the first time Agawam has beat 
Holyoke in three years. Basile made an 
impressive 29 saves, but credits his defense 
for most of the work. 

“They did a great job backing me up,” 
said Basile. “They help make me success- 
ful. We stuck to what we’re doing in prac- 
tice and we controlled the play against 
Holyoke.” 

Looking toward the tournament, Basile 
said he is looking forward to getting back 
to the finals. 

“We really need to have a good week of 
practice and keep focused,” said Basile. 
“Luckily we have a great coaching stuff 
who is going to continue pushing us.” 

Basile said the high school coaching 
staff has help him improve his game for 
the past four years. Coach Rich Feeley 
recognizes Basile as a leader on the team 
and self-motivated individual. 

“He starts getting ready well before the 
season starts,” said Feeley. “He helps the 
other kids get ready and he keeps everyone 
motivated.” 


Gregory A. Scibelli is a sports corre- 
spondent for Turley Publications. He can 
be reached at gscibelli@turley.com. 


Cheerleading at AHS 


AGAWAM - The Agawam High School cheerleaders will 
host an Invitational and Pioneer Valley/Berkshire Valley 
Cheerleading League Tournament, Saturday, Feb. 26. 

Approximately 16 teams from other area high schools will 
be competing. 

Doors will open to spectators at 11:45 a.m. 

The competition begins at 1 p.m. Ticket prices are $7 for 
adults and $5 for seniors and students. 


SHAA softball, T-ball 


sign-ups slated 

AGAWAM - The Sacred Heart Athletic Association has 
announced registration dates for the upcoming season. Sacred 
Heart offers softball leagues that can accommodate girls from 
first grade through high school. 

A T-ball league for boys and girls ages 4-5 is also available. 
For more information, stop by during one of the registration 
dates and speak to one of the board members, or visit 
www.shsoftball.com. 

All registrations will be held at the Sacred Heart Religious 
Education Center, 1103 Springfield St., Feeding Hills, on the 
following days: Saturday, Feb. 26 from 1 to 3 p.m.; Tuesday, 
March 1 from 6 to 8 p.m. 

Mail registration is also available. Visit 
www.shsoftball.com, download the registration form and 


Dooley captures three 
medals at NEISDA 
Championships 


WHITE RIVER JUNCTION, Vt. — Bentley 
University women’s swimming and diving sophomore 
and Feeding Hills resident Taryn Dooley brought home 
three medals at the NEISDA Championships. 

Dooley brought home individual second-place finish- 
es in the 50-yard backstroke (28.27 seconds) and the 
100-yard backstroke (1:00.66). 

Dooley set a new school record in the 50-yard back- 
stroke. 

Dooley was also part of the 200-yard medley relay 
team that finished in second place and set a school 
record of 1:48.17. 


mail it directly to SHAA. Deadline for mail in registrations is 
March 7. 


In-Town Soccer 


signups scheduled 


AGAWAM - The Agawam Soccer Association In-Town 
Spring Soccer signups will be held at the Agawam Public 
Library on the following date: 

Monday, Feb. 28, 6-8 p.m. 

Cost is $75, Pre K (child must be 3 years old); $75, kinder- 
garten; $85, U7-U14. 

For more information, contact In-Town Soccer Vice 
President Cindy Drummond at cdrummond@ wavespan.net. 


Agawam Little League 


final registration set 


AGAWAM - Agawam Little League final registration for 
spring 2011 will be held on Tuesday, March 1 from 5:30 to 8 
p.m. at the Agawam Public Library. 

Registration fees will remain the same as last season with: 
Instructional (5-6-years-old) $60; Minors (7-9-years-old), 
AAA (9-12-years-old) and Majors (10-12-years-old) $80; 
Juniors (13-15-years-old) $100; Seniors (15-16-years-old). 

For families with more than one child playing the first 
child is full price, second child is half price and any additional 


You can now purchase photographs from the 
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children will be $20. 

In addition to registration fees, there will be an additional 
$20 fee for the pre-purchase of raffle tickets per child. 

The raffle prizes will include one $500, four $250 and 10 
$100. 

Prizes to be awarded on Opening Day. 

All raffle tickets must be received by the Agawam Little 
League Board prior to Opening Day: April 30. 

Please go to www.agawamlittleleague.com for more infor- 
mation. 


Park & Rec Day with the 
Falcons set for March 13 


AGAWAM - The Springfield Falcons and the Agawam 
Parks & Recreation Department are teaming up for a special 
“Park & Rec. Family Fun Day,” Sunday, March 13 as the 
Falcons host the Adirondack Phantoms at 3 p.m. at the 
MassMutual Center. 

Tickets are priced at $6 with $1 being donated back to the 
Rec. Dept. There will be a team poster handout to all fans in 
attendance before the game and autograph session following 
the game with the entire Falcons team as well as a free public 
skate. 

Tickets may be purchased only at the Park & Rec. 
Department during weekdays. The final day to purchase tick- 
ets is Friday, March 11 at noon. 


Browse through all the photos taken by our staff photographers that 
appear in our paper each week, You'll also be able to view and purchase 


many photos that didn’t make it into print. 


Visit www.turley.com click 
on Newspapers then click on 


our photo button. 
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By Dave Forbes 
Turley Publications Sports Staff Writer 


SPRINGFIELD — The Springfield Falcons 
push to make the playoffs received a big 
boost forward over the last week with three 
victories, including one against a team they 
are trying to chase down. 

The Falcons (27-25-1-3) took down 
Manchester, 5-4, Worcester, 3-2, in overtime, 
and Bridgeport, 4-3, in the shootout, as 
Springfield close to within three points of 
third-place Connecticut with one game in 
hand. 

Against Bridgeport, Trevor Smith scored 
in the fifth round of the shootout, while 
Falcons goaltender Gustaf Wesslau stopped 
all five shooters in the extra session. 

The Falcons entered the third period with a 
one-goal lead, but Bridgeport rallied with a 
pair of markers in the final session to take a 
one-goal lead of their own. 

Just 35 seconds after Bridgeport took the 
lead, Brent Regner tied the score at 3-3 when 
his slap shot from the right point found the 
back of the net. 


After a scoreless first period, Kyle Wilson 
gave the Falcons a 1-0 lead just 33 seconds 
into the middle period when he scored his 
seventh goal of the year. 

Smith regained the Falcons lead just 46 
seconds after the Sound Tigers tallied when 
he scored his 17th marker of the year. 

David Savard scored his second goal of 
the game at 3:13 of overtime sending the 
Falcons home with a 5-4 win over the 
Manchester Monarchs at the MassMutual 
Center on Friday night. 

Friday's game was a contest that featured 
momentum swings all night long and fea- 
tured three different lead changes. The 
Falcons held a 4-3 lead heading into the third 
period, but Manchester tied the score at 5:34 
of the final period with a nifty backhand 
goal. 

In the overtime, both teams exchanged 
scoring chances during the extra session 
before Savard's slap shot from the right point 
slid past a screened Jeff Zatkoff and into the 
back of the net. 

The night started out well for Springfield 
as they built a two-goal lead in the first peri- 


by Carl Beane 


Excitement abuzz in Ft. Myers 
Bruins deserve credit for deadline deals 


ello ladies and gentle- 
men boys and girls 
and welcome to the 


Beanepot. There have been 
several inquiries of when 
there will be more baseball, 
particularly about the Red 
Sox in this space. Well 
beginning next week your 
humble typist will be in Ft. 
Myers for the duration of 
spring training. We shall 
keep you up to date on all things Beloved 
Carmine Hose. 

I can tell you that there is excitement 
abound from owners, players, and fans 
alike about the possibilities. There is no 
doubt that Boston is loaded and even cau- 
tious players have been talking about the 
possibility of winning 100 games! That is 
a tall order and everything would have to 
go so well for that to happen. The Red 
Sox haven’t hit the century mark since the 
pennant winning year of 1946. 

It does seem that most of the positions 
are locked up already but there is some 
discussion about shortstop. Marco 
Scutaro is the incumbent and there are 
those who think that Jed Lowrie should 
get a chance. Jed is a good player who has 
had to battle back from wrist injuries and 
mono over the past few years. He did play 
well during the last half of the 2010 sea- 
son and opened some eyes. He will also 
be invaluable because he can play ALL 


Free skating passes 
at Park and Rec 


AGAWAM - The Agawam Parks & 
Recreation Department has free passes for 
ice skating at Amelia Park in Westfield, 
Saturday, March 5 at 5 p.m. 

Passes are available on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 

For more information, call the Parks & 
Recreation office at 821-0513. 


Lunker Derby slated 
for April 10 


AGAWAM - The 22nd Annual Lunker 
Trout Derby, sponsored by Mawaga, will 


S Ay 


the infield positions well. He 
will get plenty of playing 
time to be sure. Don’t forget 
| that waiting in the wings is 
the youngster Jose Iglasias, 
who will be in Boston per- 
haps as soon as 2012. This 
young man is sensational. 
Derek Jeter met with the 
media Sunday and looks and 
sounds ready to have another 
° great season. He is 
approaching a Yankee first; of the 27 men 
who have achieved 3,000 hits none have 
worn the Pinstripes. Jeter is 74 hits away. 
Yes, he’s a Yankee, but he is also a class 
act, a first ballot Hall of Famer when it’s 
time and a great ambassador to the game. 
This column has taken shots at the 
Bruins for many reasons, but it’s time to 
give them a well done on trying to get 
more talent to at least try to make a run at 
the Stanley Cup. Tomas Kaberle will be 
of some help on the blueline and they 
really didn’t give up much to acquire him 
and center Chris Kelly. Now they need to 
give Tuukka Rask some games and he 
must play well so that come playoff time 
Tim Thomas will be rested and ready. 
Kudos to the front office, especially the 
GM, for making the moves. Amen. 
Please contact me at my website 
www.carlbeane.com or email me at 
cbeane@carlbeane.com. 


be held Sunday, April 10 at 377 Adams St., 
Agawam. Fishing will be held from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. and cash prizes will be awarded 
for largest trout, including $200 first prize, 
$100 second prize and $50 third prize. 
Hundreds of dollars in other cash prizes 
will also be awarded. 

Full breakfast will be available at 7 a.m. 
and lunch will also be available. Donation 
is $15 and there is no limit on trout. There 
will be a giant raffle and door prizes and 
bait will be available. No license required. 

For more information, call 789-3359. 


To get your organization’s information 
placed in the Agawam Advertiser News, 
contact Sports Editor Dave Forbes at 413- 
283-8393 ext. 237 or send an e-mail to 
dforbes@turley.com. 


od. Dane Byers used a shorthanded marker 
at 4:32 of the opening frame giving the 
Falcons a 1-0 lead. Late in the first period, 
Savard converted on the power play with just 
13 seconds remaining in the session giving 
Springfield a 2-0 lead through 20 minutes. 

In the second period, Manchester used 
three goals in a span of 3:19 to erase a 2-0 
deficit and take a 3-2 advantage. 

Just over a minute after Manchester took 
the lead, Nikita Filatov wristed a shot past 
Zatkoff evening the score at 3-3. At 15:32 of 
the second period, Maksim Mayorov gave 
the Falcons a 4-3 lead with his 16th goal of 
the year. 

Ben Guite finished the night with two 
assists, while Jonathan Sigalet also collected 
a pair of helpers for Springfield. 

Against Worcester, Kyle Wilson recorded 
a natural hat trick, including the game-winner 
in overtime, leading the Falcons to a 3-2 
overtime win. 

The Falcons held a 2-1 lead heading into 
the third period, but Worcester tied the score 
at 2-2. 

Late in the third period, Worcester ended 
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up on a four-minute power play when Trevor 
Smith was whistled for high sticking, but the 
Falcons penalty killers did an outstanding job 
keeping the game tied. 

The Falcons built a 2-0 lead in the first 
period. Wilson opened the scoring at 13:46 
of the opening frame, followed by his second 
marker of the period at 16:51 of the first peri- 
od. 

In the second period, Worcester cut their 
deficit to 2-1 with a goal at 8:26 of the mid- 
dle frame. 

Springfield was at home for Manchester 
on Tuesday night and at Worcester on 
Wednesday. The Falcons will be at home for 
Albany and Portland starting at 7:30 p.m. 
both nights and at Wilkes-Barre for a 3 p.m. 
contest on Sunday before facing the 
Connecticut Whale in a key home-and-home 
series next week. 


Dave Forbes is the sports editor for Turley 
Publications. He can be reached at 
dforbes@turley.com or by calling 413-283- 
8393 ext. 237. 


Swim 
their lead. Minnechaug won seven of the 
12 events, including the 200-yard and 400- 
yard freestyle relays in record time. 
Michael Normoyle, who was on those two 
relays, also broke the record in the 200- 
yard Individual Medley and 100-yard 
breaststroke. 

Zachary Niziolek had the top individual 
finish for the Brownies, placing eighth in 
the 100-yard backstroke with a time of 
59.89 seconds. He was also 16th in the 
200-yard freestyle. Adam Ardolino was 
15th in the diving and Dequan Gardner 
was 19th in the 50-yard freestyle. The 
Brownies got points from all three relays 
— an eighth from the 200-yard freestyle in 
1:39.30 with Brendan Baker, Scott 
Laviano, Michael Kosior and Gardner; a 
10th in the 200-yard medley with 
Niziolek, Baker, Gardner and Benjamin 
Miller with a time of 1:52.10; a 12th in the 
400-yard freestyle at 3:54.95 with 
Niziolek, Roger Bruso, Kosior and Miller. 

Minnechaug had double winners in 
Normoyle in the record-breaking swims in 
the 200-yard Individual Medley (1:55.18) 
and 100-yard breaststroke (58.51) and 
Wiktor Karpinski for the 200-yard and 
100-yard freestyles. Joe Hibbert won the 
500-yard freestyle and was on the record- 
setting 200-yard (1:29.06) and 400-yard 
(3:14.00) free relays, as was Tommy 
Normoyle. 

After finishing fifth in the 200-yard 
medley relay, it took Minnechaug a little 
longer to find their way to the top spot. 
They moved to third after the 200 free and 
second after the 50-yard freestyle. A 
strong showing in the diving put them just 
four points away from the top spot and 
then they moved into first on the strength 
of their 100-yard butterfly. Despite not 
winning any individual events, the depth 
of the Falcons squad carried them through 
the meet. They did, however, win the 200- 
yard and 400-yard free relays, both in 
record time like their male counterparts. 
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The girls got their points from 
McKenzie Gendron, who finished ninth in 
the 100-yard breaststroke in 1:14.24 and 
10th in the 200-yard Individual Medley in 
2:26.65, as well as Allison Weiner who 
was 10th in the 500-yard freestyle 5:52.48. 
In other swims, Weiner was 17th in the 
200-yard freestyle; Christa Hurley was 
17th in the 200-yard Individual Medley 
and 100-yard breaststroke; Anna Lovotti 
was 17th in the 50-yard freestyle and 21st 
in the 100-yard freestyle; Kaitlynn 
McLaughlin was 19th in the 100-yard 
backstroke and 26th in the 50-yard 
freestyle. The foursome of McLaughlin, 
Hurley, Weiner and Lovotti was 13th in the 
200-yard freestyle relay and 14th in the 
200-yard medley relay. Gendron was 
joined by Beth Haggerty, Cassidy 
Cunningham and Alicia Hulse on the 400- 
yard freestyle relay that placed 20th. 

Meriza Werenski of Holyoke Catholic 
won two events, taking first in the 200- 
yard freestyle and 100-yard breaststroke. 
Julie Lajoie of East Longmeadow was a 
double winner in the 200-yard Individual 
Medley and the 500-yard freestyle, the lat- 
ter of which was a record at 4:59.31. 
Meghan Kwarcinski of Westfield won 
twice in the 50-yard and 100-yard 
freestyles. Amanda Lucia of Easthampton 
broke the record in the 100-yard butterfly 
with a time of 57.55, while Alex Whiting 
of Northampton won the 100-yard back- 
stroke. Melanie Avdoulas of East 
Longmeadow won the diving. The 
Minnechaug wins in the 200-yard and 400- 
yard freestyle relays came in record times 
of 1:40.92 and 3:49.60. Elizabeth Avery, 
Kristen Webber, Casey Tarpey and 
Christiana Greco were on the 200, while 
Katie Metayer replaced Tarpey on the 400. 
Northampton won the 200-yard medley 
relay. 


Nate Rosenthal is a sports correspon- 
dent for Turley Publications. He can be 
reached at dforbes@turley.com. 


Western Massachusetts basketball 
and hockey seedings to be 
announced Saturday, Feb. 26 


The Western Massachusetts boys and girls varsity basketball seedings will be 
announced from the James A. Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame in 
Springfield on Saturday, Feb. 26, starting at 12 p.m. 

The hockey seedings meeting will be held starting at 9 am. at Agawam High 


School 


Turley Publications will provide a live blog of both meetings with the seedings as 
they are released at daveforbessports.wordpress.com that day. 
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Send all community calendar items to 
the Agawam Advertiser News at aan@tur- 
ley.com, fax to 786-8457 or mail to 23 
Southwick St., Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 
Please list time, date and place of event, 
contact information and a brief description 
of the activity involved. Deadline for all 
community submissions is noon on 
Monday. 


Friday, Feb. 25 


SMITH COLLEGE PRESENTS THE 
ARNEIS STRING QUARTET featuring 
Oboist Greg Dickinson and premiere of 
Donald Wheelock’s String Quartet No. 5 at 
8 p.m. at Sweeney Concert Hall, Sage Hall, 
Green St., Smith College, Northampton. 
Free and open to the public, no advance 
tickets or reservations are necessary. Venue 
will open at 7:30 p.m. 


Saturday, Feb. 26 


CHILDREN AGES 3 AND UP are invit- 
ed to the Agawam Public Library anytime 
from 1-3 p.m. The Agawam Library Teen 
Volunteers have planned many fun activi- 
ties for preschoolers, including crafts, 
games and face painting. This program is 
free but registration is required and may be 
done online at agawamlibrary.org or by 
calling the library at (413) 789-1550 ext. 4. 


A RUMMAGE SALE will be held at 
Grace Lutheran Church, 1552 Westfield St., 
West Springfield from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Sunday, Feb. 27 


THE GOODBYE WINTER, HELLO 


SPRING family outdoor exploration will 
be held from 2-3 p.m. at Mount Tom State 
Reservation. See what Mother Nature is up 
to. Meet in the Bray Lake Warming Hut, 
Mount Tom State Reservation, 125 
Reservation Road, Holyoke. Dress for 
weather, ice, or mud. Rain or snow can- 
cels. The event is free. For more informa- 
tion, call (413) 584-6788. 


Tuesday, March 1 


THE FRIENDS OF THE AGAWAM 
SENIOR CENTER will host a fundraiser 
at Agawam Friendly’s from 5-8 p.m. 
During these hours, a percentage of sales 
will benefit Friends’ projects. The public is 
invited to enjoy a meal and treat yourself 
to some ice cream to benefit the senior 
center. 


THE AGAWAM SENIOR CENTER 
will host a free movie at 12:30 p.m. 
(“American Graffiti”). The public is wel- 
come. 


Wednesday, March 2 


WESTFIELD STATE UNIVERSITY’S 
SPRING GUEST LECTURE SERIES 
kicks off with “An Evening of Poetry” 
with Staceyann Chin at Scanlon Banquet 
Hall at 7 p.m. The event is free and open to 
the public. For more information, visit 
wsc.ma.edu/speakerseries. 


Thursday, March 3 
THE SPRINGFIELD MUSEUMS AT 


THE QUADRANGLE will present 
“Frames: History, Materials & 


Conservation,” featuring Susan B. Jackson, 
gilding conservator and member, American 
Institute for the Conservation of Historic 
and Artistic Works, at 12:15 in the 
Museum of Fine Arts at 21 Edwards St., 
Springfield. Admission is $4 ($2 for muse- 
um members). Parking is free. For infor- 
mation, call (413) 263-6800, ext. 488. 


THE WESTFIELD ATHENAEUM will 
be continuing its popular First Thursdays 
at the Athenaeum concerts in the Lang 
Auditorium at noon and will feature saxo- 
phonist Jon Berman from Blandford, mak- 
ing a return engagement. Berman has been 
playing saxophone for over 20 years. For 
more information, call the Westfield 
Athenaeum at (413) 568-0638 or visit 
www.westath.org. 


UPCOMING AND ONGOING 


THE SPRINGFIELD HOBBY CLUB 
will hold its annual bazaar and craft sale 
Thursday, March 3 and Friday, March 4 
from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at 309 
Chestnut St. (lower Franklin St. next to 
YMCA). In addition to crafts, there will be 
a snack bar, bake sale, jewelry and white 
elephant tables and members’ tables. The 
Thrift Shop will hold a “Fill-A-Bag” for $5 
during the same hours. 


THE AGAWAM CULTURAL COUN- 
CIL continues its popular Applause Series 
with “FlavaEvolution,” a most uncommon 
jazz quartet, Friday, March 4 at the 
Agawam Public Library. The event is free 
and open to the public. For more informa- 
tion, call the library at 789-1550 or visit 
www.agawamcc.org. 


THE TUESDAY MORNING MUSIC 
CONCERTS at Trinity United Methodist 
Church in Springfield will feature a pro- 
gram by the Junior Extension at its open 
meeting, Sunday, March 6 at 2 p.m. For 
more information, contact Yolanda Martin, 
25 Valentine St., Springfield or John 
Karalekas, TMMC president, Trinity 
United Methodist Church, 361 Sumner 
Ave., Springfield 01138. 


THE AGAWAM LIONS CLUB will 
host its seventh Annual Comedy Show, 
Saturday, March 5 at Shaker Farms 
Country Club 866 Shaker Road, Westfield. 
Doors open at 6 p.m. and the show will 
begin at 7 p.m. Tickets, which must be pur- 
chased in advance, are $20 and include 
appetizers. A cash bar will be available and 
no outside food will be allowed. For reser- 
vations, call Mike Roy at 786-2953. 


THE AGAWAM GOLDEN AGERS, 
CHAPTER TWO is hosting a lunch at 
Chez Josef in Agawam on Tuesday, March 
8. Tony Kenney, a past winner of Ireland’s 
“Entertainer of the Year,” will provide the 
entertainment. This event is open to the 
public. The cost is $60 per person and it is 
a drive yourself trip. For more information 
or reservations, call Art Usher at 786-3567. 


YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR CAMPER 
may be worth more as a donation than a 
trade-in. Call the Massachusetts 
Association for the Blind at (888) 613- 
2777 for more information. Towing is free. 
All donations are tax deductible. 


AHS SENIOR BULLETIN 


College Acceptances: 

Marissa Morassi: Worcester State University, UMass 
Amherst 

Marco Ciurleo: University of Hartford 

Jacob Lehan: Westfield State University 

Michael Masciadrelli: Quinnipiac University 

Ashley Day: Holyoke Community College 

Kate May: Westfield State College, Holyoke 
Community College 

Open Houses: Check the college website for more infor- 
mation and to confirm the date and time of the event. 

New England School of Photography: March 13 

Central Connecticut State University: April 2 

Reminder To All Juniors: If you are planning on play- 
ing a Division I or II sport in college, you should register 
with the NCAA Clearinghouse now. Registration is done 
online at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net. You must submit an 
authorization form to Mrs. Ledger as part of the registra- 
tion process. See your counselor for more information. 
This is necessary in order to play a Division I or II sport. 

ACT Registration: Juniors planning to take the April 
Oh test must register at www.actstudent.org by March 4. 

SAT Registration: Juniors planning to take the May 7 
SAT Test, the deadline to register is Friday, April 8. 

Springfield National College Fair: The Eastern States 
Exposition Center (Big E) will host a College Fair on 
Sunday, March 6 from 1-4 p.m. and Monday, March 7 
from 9 a.m. to noon. Pre-register at www.gotomyncf.com. 
Over 200 colleges will be in attendance. 

Free Financial Aid Assistance for Massachusetts 
Residents: TERI College Planning Centers offer free 
assistance with completing financial aid applications, both 
in-person, at Centers, and over the phone by calling 1-877- 
332-4348. This service is provided by TERI with funding 
and support from the Massachusetts Dept. of Higher 
Education. 

Scholarships: 

To see previous listings of scholarships, view past senior 
bulletins or the Scholarship link on the high school coun- 
seling website for more information. 

Keep the Drive High School Journalism Awards: These 
awards encourage teens to report on the dangers of texting 
while driving. Applicants must choose between submitting 
the print or broadcast category. Award: $750-$2,000. 
Deadline: March 1. Apply online at 
www.allstate.com/foundation/keep-the-drive/HSJ.aspx. 

Next Generation Scholarship: Open to high school sen- 
iors pursuing engineering in college. Amount: $5,000. 
Deadline: March 1. Apply online at www.jets.org/pro- 
grams/scholarship/guidelines.html. 

The Maureen L. & Howard N. Blitman Scholarship: 
Open to high school seniors from an ethnic minority who 
have been accepted into an ABET-accredited engineering 
program at a four-year college/university. Award: $2,500. 
Deadline: March 1. Visit 
www.nspe.org/Students/Scholarships/blitman.html to 


apply. 


Elsie Frank Scholarship: All high school seniors who 
have demonstrated leadership in improving their school’s 
climate for LGBT youth are welcome to apply. Deadline: 
March 11. Application available at 
www.gbpflag.org/Scholarships. 

The Garden Club Federation of Massachusetts: Open to 
graduating seniors who are majoring in horticulture, flori- 
culture, landscape design, conservation, forestry, agrono- 
my, city planning, environmental studies, land manage- 
ment, botany, biology and allied subjects. Applicants must 
be a resident of Massachusetts. Deadline: March 1. 
Applications available online at 
www.gcfm.org/Education/Scholarships/GCFMA.aspx. 

Order Sons of Italy in America: Open to seniors plan- 
ning to attend a four-year college or university. Amount: 
$1,000. Deadline: March 15. Visit www.osiama.org/schol- 
arship.html to apply. 

The George Coleman Scholarship: Open to high school 
graduates who will be enrolling in a NEACRAO member 
institution for the fall semester of that year. Amount: 
$1,500. Deadline: March 15. Visit www.neacrao.org/schol- 
arship_info.html to apply. 

The National Italian American Foundation Scholarship 
Program: Open to high school seniors who have at least 
one ancestor who has immigrated from Italy. Deadline: 
March 4. Visit www.niaf.org/scholarships/about.asp to 
apply. 

New England Institute of Technology: Open to juniors 
and seniors. Five contests to choose from. Essay required. 
Visit www.neit.edu for an application. Awards: $1,000- 
$2,000. Deadline: March 22. 

The Dottie Lourie Memorial Scholarship: Awarded to 
one individual interested in pursuing a college degree. The 
student must be a patient living with Chronic Kidney 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 
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Disease (CKD), or have an immediate family member 
(mother, father, sister or brother) with CKD or who has had 
a lifesaving organ transplant. The recipient will be chosen 
by a committee on the basis of need and merit. Award: 
$1,000. Deadline: March 31. Applications are available at 
www.kidney.org/site/105/pdf/DottieAward2010.pdf. 

Holyoke Community College Foundation Scholarships: 
Full- and part-time students are eligible for a variety of 
scholarships based on academic achievement, personal 
success and financial need. Deadline: March 23. Visit 
www.hccscholarships.org/ to apply. 

Springfield Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority: Open to African American women that are sen- 
iors in high school from the Greater Springfield and 
Pioneer Valley areas. Deadline: March 25. Applications 
are available in the school counseling office. 

Shaw-Worth Memorial Scholarship: Open to high 
school seniors who have made a meaningful contribution 
to animal protection over a significant period of time. 
Amount: $2,500. Deadline: March 25. Applications are 
available in the school counseling office. 

Navy League Foundation’s Scholarship: Be a dependent 
or direct descendant of an active, reserve, retired or honor- 
ably discharged member of the U.S. Navy, Coast Guard, 
U.S.—Flag Merchant Marine, Marine Corps or U.S. Naval 
Sea Cadet Corps. Amount: $2,500 (four-year, renewable). 
Deadline: March 1. Apply online at 

www.navyleague.org/scholarship/. 

West Springfield Agawam Elks Lodge: Open to seniors 
who have strong academic performance, participate in 
extracurricular activities and perform community service. 
Deadline: March 1. See the counseling office for an appli- 
cation. 


083-8882 


| — This well-kept home offers 3 bedrooms, 
2.5 baths, 2 fireplaces, four season sun room, 
fenced yard with sprinkler system, 

in-ground swimming pool and gazebo. 


$329,900 
Jim Calheno 413-272-8001 
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BUSINESS 
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February 24, 2011 


ASBAC to host free 
advertising, marketing series 


The Agawam Small Business Assistance 
Center (ASBAC) will hold a four-week 
advertising and marketing series that is free 
and open to the public. The seminars will 
show new business owners and prospective 
business owners all the different vehicles of 
advertising they have available to market 
their products and services to the public. 

The first seminar in the series will be 
held Monday, March 7. It will focus on the 
tried and true traditional advertising and 
marketing methods. The seminar will fea- 
ture various media professionals explain- 
ing the process and ideas for advertising 
and marketing that will enhance and grow 
your business. There will also be a ques- 
tion and answer time at the end of seminar 


for those that have more questions. 

The other three seminars will be on 
“Social Media,” “The Silent Network,” 
and using Google searches. Each will be 
held on Mondays through the month of 
March. More information on upcoming 
seminars may be found at www.asbac.net. 

All of the four seminars will be held at 
the Agawam Public Library on Cooper 
Street from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Parking is free. 

Admission is free but seating is limited, 
so advanced reservations are necessary. 
You may sign up for one seminar or all 
four. Call the ASBAC reservation hotline 
at (413) 786-0172 and leave your name 
and message, or register online at 
www.asbac.net. 


Turley Publications courtesy photo 


Jeff Dubiel 


Dubiel joins 
Park Square 
Realty 


Ted Cassell, president of Park Square 
Realty, has announced that Jeff Dubiel has 
joined the company’s Feeding Hills office as 
a professional sales associate. He is a real 
estate professional with over seven years of 
experience. In addition to selling real estate, 
Dubiel also holds a contractors license and is 
a certified architectural draftsman. He also 
has 10 years of hands-on sales and marketing 
experience while previously working for the 
Callaway Golf Company. Born and raised in 
Western Mass., he resides in Agawam with 
his wife and two daughters. Dubiel also 
enjoys outdoor sports, including golf and ski- 
ing, and is an avid boating enthusiast. 


Legal Notices 


LEGAL NOTICE 
PUBLIC HEARING 
The Agawam City 

Council Utility & Street 
Acceptance Sub- 
Committee will conduct a 
public hearing on Monday, 
March 7, 2011, at 
6:30pm., at the Roberta G. 
Doering School, 68 Main 
Street, Agawam, MA on 
the petition of Western 
Massachusetts Electric 
Company and Verizon New 
England, Inc. for permis- 
sion to install new pole(s) 
and/or remove old pole(s) 
on Columbus Street, 
Agawam, MA. as well as 
relocation of the line of 
poles, wires, cables and 
fixtures, including the nec- 
essary sustaining and pro- 
tecting fixtures as they may 
find necessary. 
Joseph Mineo, Chairman 
Committee on Utilities and 
Street Acceptance 
2/17,2/24/11 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family 


Court 
50 State Street 


Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. 
HD11P0281EA 
In the Estate of: 
Patricia A Strycharz 
Late of: 

Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


Date of Death: 11/10/2009 
NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR APPOINTMENT 


OF ADMINISTRATOR 
To all persons interested 


in the above captioned es- 
tate, a petition has been 
presented requesting that 
Anthony P Strycharz of 
Feeding Hills, MA or some 
other suitable person be 
appointed administrator of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety. 

If you desire to object 
thereto, you or your attor- 
ney must file a written 
appearance in said court at: 
Springfield on or before ten 
o’clock in the morning 
(10:00 a.m.) on: 
03/16/2011 

Witness, Hon. Anne M 
Geoffrion, First Justice of 
this Court. 

Date: February 16, 2011 
Thomas P. Moriarty, Jr. 
Register of Probate 
2/24/11 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family 
Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. 
HD11P0303EA 
In the Estate of: 
Ann-Marie Crowley 
Late of: Agawam, 
MA 01001 


HOW TO SUBMIT 
LEGAL NOTICES 


All legal notices to be published in the Agawam 
Advertiser News should be sent directly to 
klanier@turley.com. Karen Lanier processes all 
legals for this newspaper and can answer all of your 
questions regarding these notices. Please indicate the 
newspapers and publication date(s) for the notice(s) 
in the subject line of your email. For questions 
regarding coverage area, procedures or cost, please 
call Karen directly at 413-283-8393 x271. 

Turley Publications, Inc. publishes 15 weekly news- 
papers throughout Western Massachusetts. Visit 
www.turley.com for more information. 


Date of Death: 02/01/2011 
NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR PROBATE OF 
WILL 

To all persons interested 
in the above captioned est- 
ate, a petition has been pre- 
sented requesting that a 
document purporting to be 
the last will of said dece- 
dent be proved and 
allowed, and that Sharon J 
Goode of Suffield, CT be 
appointed executor/trix, 
named in the will to serve 
Without Surety. 

If you desire to object 
thereto, you or your attor- 
ney must file a written 
appearance in said court at: 
Springfield on or before ten 
o’clock in the morning 
(10:00 a.m.) on: 
03/17/2011 

In addition, you must 
file a written affidavit of 
objections to the petition, 
stating specific facts and 
grounds upon which the 
objection is based, within 
thirty (30) days after the 
return day (or such other 
time as the court, on 
motion with notice to the 
petitioner, may allow) in 
accordance with Probate 
Rule 16. 

Witness, Hon. Anne M. 
Geoffrion, First Justice of 
this Court. 

Date: February 17, 2011 
Thomas P. Moriarty, Jr. 
Register of Probate 
2/24/11 


PATRONIZE 


These Loca 


Businesses 


Bob Longo 


Construction 


32 Years Specializing In 
Kitchens And Additions 


Free Custom Design 
Agawam ° 789-0758 


e Add A Second Story To Your Home - Or A Dormer 

e Turn Your Existing Basement Into A Family Room & Bath 
¢ Porches & Sunrooms 

¢ Add Living Space With A Custom Designed Deck 

¢ Mastic Vinyl Siding 

¢ Window Replacement, Vinyl Or Wood 


All Backed By Bob Longo’s Reputation For Quality & Dependability 
FULLY INSURED -- FREE ESTIMATES 


All Work Completed Quickly & Efficiently 


Agawam High School Term 2 Honor Roll 


GRADE 12 


Liridona Ahmeti 
Amy Alaimo 

Sean Alessandri 
Caitlin Allen 
Abigail Asselin 
Nikki Barker 
Jolene Barton 
Devin Basile 
Brian Benson 
David Blanchard 
Jessica Burkavage 
Robert Carrier 
Brandon Casey 
Manuela Castrillon 
Atehurtua 
Christopher Colitti 
Jessica Colson 
Jesse Conklin 
Meghan Coogan 
Kristina Cooley 
Nicholas Cormier 
Catherine Cosby 
Felicia Coughlin 
Taylor Coulter 
John Cowell 

Bria Dooley 
Taryn Doyle 
Jennifer Dudek 
Carole Duquette 
Samuel Einzig 
Shavon Ennis 

Lyz Estrada 

Ryan Evelyn 
David Farwell 
Jillian Fedier 
Benjamin Flythe 
Jessica Frawley 
Amie Fydenkevez 
Samuel Gendron 
Mia Ghedi 
Richard Gingras 
Aleksandar Gnjidic 
Angela Grassetti 
Mirela Grbesic 
Alexa Guidetti 


Chelcy Hanson 
Samantha Hurley 
Steven Jefferson 
Stephanie Karrasch 
Carleen Kibbe 
Jessica Kierkla 
Jeen-Hye Kim 
Nikolay Korniyenko 
Michael Kosior 
Ryan Labonte 
Andrew LaMotte 
Joseph Laviano 
Mari Leclerc 
Michele Lemieux 
Trevor Littlehale 
Nicolas Lombardi 
Anthony Lucci 
Alexis Lussier 
Brittany Luvera 
Cynthia Macaulay 
Michael Mariani 
Michael Masciadrelli 
Laura Masciotra 
Marissa Masi 
Katherine Matos 
Katherine Matthews 
Kate May 

Lauren Mazza 
Alyssa McNair 
Amanda Messick 
Kathryn Meyrick 
Carly Michel 
Thomas Moore 
Veronica Moquin 
Marissa Morassi 
Christopher Murphy 
Preeti Nakrani 
Mariesa Negosanti 
Ana Nesen 
Zachary Niziolek 
Maurisa Ollari 

Gina Ouellette 
Sean Ouimette 
Austin Paro 

Kyle Parzich 

Aidan Pellegrino 
Hannah Pender 


Michael Perrot 
Jessica Polaski 
Miranda Polaski 
Richard Porfilio 
Ryan Rackliffe 
Christina Raus 
Shannon Reardon 
Stephanie Redmond 
Ryan Rennell 
Cassandra Rivest 
Courtney Rivest 
Samantha Rivest 
Alyson Roberge 
Alyssa Rossi 
Emily Roundy 
Tatsiana Ryhal 
Allison Saunders 
Peter Shamir 
Troy Stebbins 
Matthew Stelma 
Steven Stewart Jr 
Erica Stolpinski 
Sarah Taylor 
Jessica Uschmann 
Nicholas Vecchiarelli 
Kelsey Venne 
Douglas Vye 
Andrew Walles 
Kevin Wheeler 
Jennifer Wisk 
Jessica Woods 
Alyssa Zollner 


GRADE 11 


Megan Alaimo 
Connor Anderson 
Christiana Antico 
Jesse Armfield 
Leis! Bard 

Joel Barlar 
Benjamin Belanger 
Shawn Blanchard 
Victoria Bortolussi 
Shawn Bosse 
Elizabeth Breault 
Leah Burns 


Amanda Burton 
Samantha Butt 
Malik Calixte 
Caelyn Carrier 
Ashley Casiello 
Larisa Cassie 

Dillon Cecchi 
Danielle Circosta 
Daniel Colson 
Jacob Conway 
John Conway 
William Cotrone 
Tyler Coughlin 
Brittany Cross 
Maryanne Cross 
Cassidy Cunningham 
Maura Curran 
Brandon D’Amours 
Lucy D’Angelo 
Caroline Daubitz 
Emily Davenport 
Elizabeth Deane 
Mary DeForge 
Quiana Dickson 
Garritt DiLuzio 
Timothy Dobek 
Leah Dominique 
Rebecca Dunlap 
Alexander Efstratios 
Carl Fancy 

Alyssa Febo 

Alberto Feliciano 
Jenna Fenton 

Kelli Fieldhouse 
Rebecca Fondakowski 
Christopher Fontaine 
Kyle Fraga 

Kara Franqueza 
Jamie Funai 

Jeffrey Garfield 
Dominique Ghidoni 
Lucas Giusto 
Heather Gonyeau 
Christopher Goralczyk 
Jacob Goudreau 
Kaley Govoni 
Duncan Gray 


Beth Haggerty 
Zachary Hanchett 
Austin Harpin 

Dylan Harpin 

Caitlin Heer 

Ashley Higgins 
Anthony Hollywood 
Brianna Hurley 
Jesse Jergensen 
Vera Kaletina 

Danil Kaptyug 
Zachary Landry 
Kathryn Leathem 
Thomas Lemay 
Lauren Lemire 
Evan Lottermoser 
Anna Lovotti 
Samantha Lungarini 
Jinhong Ma 
Andrew Magistri 
Danielle Marcoullier 
William Marshall 
Joseph Martin 
Adrianna Martinez 
Allison Mc Cluskey 
Caley Mccaslin 
Kylea McGrath 
Kaitlynn McLaughlin 
Alyssa Meade 
Katelyn Messier 
Marissa Mias 
Alexis Michaelian 
Christian Mickey 
Robert Micks 
Matthew Montano 
Paige Moriarty 
Jack Murphy 

Sarah Murphy 

Irene Nesen 

Jillian Newton 
Peyton O’Brien 
Coramarie 0’Connor 
Brandon Opitz 
Lauren Osborne 
Cian O’Sullivan 
Alexander Paleologopoulos 
Kara Peters 


Please see HONORS, page 21 


February 24, 2011 


Honors 
from page 20 


Zachary Peterson 
Courtney Pilon 
Timothy Provost 
Ashley Putnam 
Kayla Quinn 

Inna Radionova 
Mikayla Rice 
Shaylene Riley 
Megan Ripke 
Tyler Roberts 
Rachel Robie 
Stephanie Roulier 
Jeffrey Rovatti 
Leticia Santa 
Richard Schoolcraft 


Alan Welch 
Brandon Welch 
Jeffrey Yelinek 
Jacquelene Zabik 
Cristina Zaffetti 
Samantha Zaines 


GRADE 10 


Osediamen Aimua 
Michael Andre 
Courtney Askins 
Thomas Barrows 
Pasquale Basile 

Tyler Benoit 

Daniella Bessarabova 
Lauren Booth 

Lauren Brodeur 

Kelly Bronson 


Emily Fisher 
Ashley Florence 
Gregory Frasco 
Kristen Fraska 
Lindsay Frazee 
Lauren Gage 
Joeanna Glantz 
Charles Goodine Ill 
Amber Greene 
Garrett Greene 
Amy Grindle 
Dominick Groux 
Lexi Harbey 

Kaeli Howard 
Christa Hurley 
Olivia Isom 
Joshua Jacques 
Alexandra Jeannotte 
Emilee Jurkowski 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 
Alexis Mirski Amanda St Laurent 
Mary Molloy Briana Stanikmas 
Ashley Monahan Mc Kenzie Stuetzel 


Nathan Nazarenko 
Jamie Negrucci 
Mikaela Nicora 
Marisa Nieves 
Kelsey Niziolek 
Mark Noto 
Nicholas Noto 
Patrick Oleksak 
Emily Orell 
Caroline Paleologopoulos 
Benjamin Parzich 
Emma Philips 
Page Phillips 
Cameron Pinkham 
Paige Preston 
Shannon Proulx 


Shannon Sullivan 
Andrew Tang 

Kali Thomas 
Kevin Urban 
Maddison Uzar 
Jordan Venne 
Mark Walker Jr 
Rachel Wielgus 
Rielly Wieners 
Connor Wier 
Lauryn Winiarski 
Alexander Yusenko 


GRADE 9 


Alexander Ablianitis 


Kianna Chechile 
Christina Connery 
Timothy Consedine 
Jordyn Conway 
William Cooperman 
Elyse Cote 

Kerry DeForge 
Nicholas Destefano 
Alicia DiCioccio 
Jennifer Diduk 
Zachary Duquette 
Oksana Dzyubenko 
Amanda Ehresman 
Lyz Estrada 
William Fairlie 
Melinda Fedier 
Emily Fernands 
Zachariah Foster 
Jacob Fountain 


Robert Koziol 

Scott Laviano 

Blake LeClair 

Sarah Liard 
Thomas Lockwood Jr. 
Ashley Lockwood 
Gina Lopez 

William Lowe 
Abigail Lucia 
Anthony Luciani 
Timothy Matroni 
Rebecca McKiernan 
Marisa McMullin 
Joseph Miranda 
Mikayla Miranda 
Gabrielle Mirolli 
Taylor Misiorski 
Molly Mittler 
Thomas Morris 
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Wade Robidoux 
Zacharey Rodriguez 
Melissa Rolland 
Michael Rossi 
Maryrose Rovatti 
Elise Roy 

Todd Ruby 
Samantha Saracino 
Brielle Savoie 
Daniel Schott 
Timothy Shea 
Kreag Sheehan 
Iman Shehemi 
Nolan Sheridan 
Linnea Skoglund 
Justin Sliech 
Mariah Smith 
Amber Stepanik 
Sarah Stephens 


Gaetano Scuderi Antonio Cafaro Caitlin Kamenelis Alycia Rackliffe Nedime Ahmeti Margaret Frawley Kristina Mozolevskaya Danielle Stratton 
Matthew Settembro Sean Casey Jeremy Kapinos Carol Raus Adam Ardolino Erica Gallerani Alana Natale Jae-Youn Suk 
Patrick Shea Kirk Castonguay Lyudmila Kaptyug Dennis Reardon Scott Barber Anthony Garvin Casey Noonan Elain Tang 
Dasom Shin Jenna Cears Kristina Karrasch Brianna Retzler Brianna Bernard Mackenzie Gendron David North Nicholas Tebaldi 
Mark Simons Joseph Cecchi Hee Sun Kim Faith Rheault Lauren Blanchard Christopher Gloster Shayla Olson Nicholas Twohig 
Scott Smith Adam Chase Alesya Kot Kamelle Robinson Joseph Bortolussi Allison Grubbs Vincenzo Palazzi Erica Van Ness 
Carli Sonsini Zachary Chechile Nickole Kugel James Rondinelli Erek Brown David Grushetskiy Kathrine Paltz Michael Vecchiarelli 
John Spano Olivia Cipriani Erica Landry Amanda Rose Madina Bubuza Parker Guindon- Jenna Passerini Michaella Vecchiarelli 
Kathleen Stempel Paige Circosta Alexis LaViolette Samantha Roulston Hayley Burbank D’Amours Aidan Pender Samantha Vinesett 
Katlynn Sullivan David Cotrone Hadleigh Lepianka Zachary Sabadosa Jared Burkavage Emily Hartmann Kassandra Pepper Mitchell Vye 
Nicholas Taliceo Courtney Crean Derek Lottermoser Hayley Scagliarini Inna Burlachenko Joshua Hodges Sheldon Perry Victoria Walker 
Kathy Tang Katelyn Cummings Jenna Lovechio Kaitlin Schebel Emily Burleson Mason Hollander Domenic Pirro James Watkins II 
Alexandria Vatousiou Dominic Delore Taylor Lunden Chloe Scherpa Rachel Burton Christopher Jennison Alex Plante Chelsea Weaver 
Kristina Vickers Kelsey DeMatteo Courtney Lussier Anna Serra Anthony Caracciolo Charles Joyal Andrew Provost lan White 
Christina Vilkhovoy Carolyn Donahue Christopher Macaulay Sabrina Serra Lindsey Carmel Brittany Kamyk Alina Radionova Nathan Whitehead 
Brooke Walsh Patrick Donahue Ariana Manzi Amanda Shea Morgan Casey Casey Keeley Christopher Reagan 
Emily Walters Lauren Dougherty Rachel Mazza Alexa Smith Sydney Cassell Zackery Keene Mary Reidy 
Alexander Watkins Johnathan Downs Kathleen McDonald Alyssa Smith Benjamin Cassidy Eric Kierkla Emily Renaud 
Dustin Watson Carly Fellion Joanna Mineo Brittany Smith Megan Cecchi Nicole Kirkpatrick Patrick Rieker 
Lindsay Fett Luke Miranda Riley Spagnoli lan Chamberland Alisa Kotliarova Nathan Riley 
e 
Residents 


attain honors 
at HCHS 


HOLYOKE - The follow- 
ing local residents were 
among those to attain hon- 
ors for the second marking 


What’s a hundred year 
anniversary without some cake? 


rn" 
pe 


Paste Join us every Friday for free 100" 
gawam residents, 


Amaris Gagnon, grade 11, 
honorable mention; 
Michelle Lopez, grade 12, 
second honors; Lauren 
Malone, grade 9, first hon- 
ors; Matthew Malonem 
grade 11, honorable men- 
tion; Kristen Muszynski, 
grade 12, honorable men- 
tion; Huanchi Wang, grade 
10, first honors. 

Feeding Hills residents, 
Gary Chirgwin, grade 9, 
first honors; Edward 
Clifford, grade 10, first hon- 
ors; Scott Freniere, grade 
11, first honors; Rick 

Giordano, grade 10, sec- 
ond honors; Benjamin 
Modzelesky, grade 9, honor- 
able mention, Reile Plante, 
grade 9, honorable mention; 
Addison Plante, grade 12, 
honorable mention 


Anniversary cupcakes and coffee. 


Whether you're a member or not, please join us in celebration of this sweet event. 
Every Friday we'll be serving delicious and rich chocolate cupcakes, made fresh 
from Kay's Pastry Shop in Holyoke. It's our way of saying “thanks” for 100 great 
years of service to the area. Plus it's a great way for you to end a hard week of 
work, or to begin the weekend with a wonderful treat. Please come by! 


And here’s the icing on the cake. 


Open a new NOW or Free Checking 
Account and get a $100 bonus!’ 


Stop by the branch to open or open online at www.holyokecu.com 
in minutes! 


Golden 
Agers to host 
Foxwoods 
trip 


Be debt-free in just ten 


years with our 10-Year Fixed Rate 
Mortgage! 4.25% APR” 


e Pay off your mortgage - be debt-free 
e Fixed rate of 4.25% APR e No fees or closing costs 
e Apply online at www.holyokecu.com, call or stop by any branch 


Holyoke fey 


CREDIT UNION [el 


You are not alone. 


WU 


ot 


The Agawam Golden 
Agers, Chapter Two is host- 
ing a trip to Foxwoods 
Casino on Monday, April 
18. This trip is open to the 
public. The cost is $22 per 
person and includes trans- 
portation to and from the 
casino, a $15 food voucher, 
a free $10 Keno bet, and 
gratuity for the driver. The 
bus will leave from the 
Sacred Heart Church park- 
ing lot at 8 a.m. and return 
at approximately 5:30 p.m. 
Early reservations are sug- 
gested as seating is limited. 

For more information or 
reservations, contact Art 
Usher at 786-3567. 


*HCU's $100 Checking Bonus Payment is a limited time offer and may be changed or withdrawn at any time without notice. To receive $100 Checking Bonus Payment you must open a new checking account with HCU and arrange to have direct deposit 

of your recurring net income source. HCU will deposit $100 into your new checking account at HCU upon receipt of your first electronic direct deposit of your paycheck, Social Security payment, or other retirement payment. This offer applies to new 

checking accounts opened at HCU only. Offer is limited to one per household/member. Offer is not transferable, is not redeemable for cash and may be subject to 1099 IRS reporting requirements. Current HCU checking account owners are ineligible. 

Checking account will be debited for $100 if closed within one year of opening. All new accounts are verified through ChexSystems and Experian. **Rate effective as of 2/21/11 and subject to change at any time. Loan program subject to eligibility 
requirements. The monthly payment per $1,000 based on the stated APR would be $10.24. Payment amount is for 120 months. 

mM 
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JOHN A. BLACK 


John A. Black, 72, of Feeding 
Hills, entered into eternal rest 
————_ Tuesday, Feb. 15, 2011 in the 
Soldiers Home in Holyoke. Born in Lowell, 
son of the late Francis and Grace (Kelleher) 
Black, he lived in Agawam for over 15 years 
and previously lived in Connecticut. John 
worked as a printer for many years and after 
his retirement worked as a truck driver. He 
was an Army veteran. He leaves two sisters, 
Mary E. Tynan of Feeding Hills, and Frances 
Fitzgerald, of Roslindale; three nieces and a 
nephew. A graveside service was held in the 
chapel of the Massachusetts Veterans 
Memorial Cemetery. Agawam Funeral Home 
was in charge of arrangements. 


STANLEY A. DRZAL 


Stanley A. Drzal, 86, of Feeding 
Hills, died Saturday, Feb. 19, 2011 
at home surrounded by his family. 
He was born in Chicopee to the late Frank 
and Bertha (Kurosz) Drzal, attended schools 
there and was a 1950 graduate of DeForest’s 
Institute. Stanley lived in Chicopee most of 
his life, moving to Feeding Hills in 1992. He 
served his country with the United States 


Army during World War II from 1943-1946. 
Stanley retired after 17 years as a pre-loader 
for UPS in West Springfield. He was a com- 
municant of St. Stanislaus Church in 
Chicopee and was a member of the 
Teamsters Local 404 Retirees Club. Stanley 
is survived by his beloved wife of 60 years, 
Alice (Suomi) Drzal of Feeding Hills; his 
sons, Loren Drzal of Lexington, Ky. and 
Keith Drzal and his wife Rebecca of 
Arlington Heights, 
lll.; a daughter, 
Marlene Chretien 
and her husband 
Gerald of Feeding 
Hills; a brother, 
Edward Drzal of 
New York; four 
grandchildren, 
Timothy, Alexis 
and Justin 
Chretien and 
Emily Drzal; and 
a great-grandson, Garrett Stanley Chretien. 
He was predeceased by a brother, Frederick 
Drzal. Family and friends are invited to gath- 
er on Thursday from 4-6 p.m. in the Colonial 
Forastiere Funeral Home, 985 Main St., 
Agawam. Donations in Stanley’s name may 


be directed to the Northampton VA Medical 
Center, 421 N. Main St., Leeds, MA 01053. 


PETER R. PLATANITIS 


Peter R. Platanitis, 74, of 
Feeding Hills, died Monday, Feb. 
14, 2011 in Baystate Medical 
Center. Peter was born in Holyoke, the son 
of the late Peter and Lydia (Sikorski) 
Platanitis, and has lived in Feeding Hills 
most of his life. He served 28 years with the 
Army and Air National Guard. He was a 
member of the Elm Belcher Masonic Lodge, 
the Shriners and Bela Grotto and the 104th 
Infantry Association. He leaves his wife of 
52 years, Barbara (Gilman) Platanitis; two 
daughters, Susan J. Case and her husband 
John of Chatham and Nancy A. Platanitis and 
her fiancé Bill Cutler of East Hartford; a son, 
Peter R. Platanitis Jr. and his wife Sheila of 
Granville; his three granddaughters, Kelsey 
and Alexandra Platanitis, of Granville and 
Olivia Platanitis, of East Hartford. He also 
leaves a sister-in-law, Michele Gilman of 
Springfield; two sisters, Barbara (Platanitis) 
Streisand of Belchertown and Deborah 
Durkee of Chatham; and a brother, James 
Platanitis of Feeding Hills. Peter enjoyed 


many happy hours fishing with family and 
friends and spent most of his days at Century 
Auto in West Springfield with his son and 
dear friends. A private funeral will be held at 
the Agawam Curran-Jones Funeral Home 
with burial to follow in the Massachusetts 
Veteran’s Memorial Cemetery. In lieu of 
flowers, donations may be made to the 
Shriners Hospital for Children, 516 Carew 
St., Springfield, MA 01104. 


In Rememberance 


To submit an obituary or to place a 
rememberance ad, contact us at 


AAW AT 


23 Southwick Street 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


786-7747 * 786-8137 


email: aan@turley.com 


Bethany Assembly 
of God to host 
free clinic 


A free medical clinic is being co-sponsored by New 
Covenant Community Services and Bethany Assembly of 
God on Tuesday, March 1, from 6-8 pm. The clinic will pro- 
vide non-emergent care by a Christian physician, nurses and 
behavioral health counselor. 

“The mission is to provide Christ-centered medical care in 
the Pioneer Valley community by the serving body, mind and 
spirit with compassionate care,” said Dr. Kevin Snow, the 
clinic physician. Although people are required to have insur- 
ance in Massachusetts, in the current economic condition 
some people cannot afford the co-payments to see their pri- 
mary care physician for immediate non-emergency medical 
issues for themselves or family members. The free clinic is 
intended to help these individuals receive the medical care 
they so desperately need. 

The staff of licensed medical care workers is volunteering 
their time and skills, and no revenue will be collected for the 
services provided. The entire team is committed to providing 
quality care on all levels. A visit to the clinic will include a 
demographic check in, medical assessment, behavioral health 
assessment (if needed), and spiritual encouragement. The 
free clinic will operate once a month at Bethany Assembly of 
God in Agawam. All medical records will be kept in strict 
confidence. 

Future free clinics are planned for the first Tuesday of each 
month. For more information, call Pastor Tim Reed at the 
church at (413) 789-2930 or the clinic at (413) 363-0098. 


Sometimes it’s 
as simple as 
walking my dog... 


but her favorite walk 
is tricky for me. Having 
some help with her means 
we can stay home together. 


Glenmeadow at Home, 
worry-free retirement living 
in the place we call home. 


Turley Publications courtesy photo 


Youth group aids Shriners Hospital 


Members of the Agawam Congregational Church Youth Group along with other church mem- 
bers took a tour of Shriners Hospital in Springfield, Sunday, Feb. 13. After taking the tour, 
the youth group presented a check for $125 to the hospital, which represented the proceeds 
from the group’s recent soda and can money. In attendance were youth group members Tory 
Adams, Alyssa Smith, Josh Jacques, Ashley Adams, Alex Dotiwalla and Jody Seldomridge. 
Other church members that took part included Don and Betty Fogg, Bill and Betty Spring, 
Jim Dotiwalla, Ed and Kitty Gillis and Pam and David Gates. 


St. David’s to 
host ham dinner 


The public is invited to St. David’s Episcopal Church, 699 
Springfield St., Feeding Hills for a ham and scalloped potato 
dinner, Monday, March 7 at 6 p.m. The menu will also 
include broccoli, cheese sauce, garden salad, tea and coffee 
and a brownie sundae. Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for chil- 
dren 5 through 12 and children under 5 are free. For reserva- 
tions, call the church at 786-6133. 


CROP Hunger Event 
plans underway 


WEST SPRINGFIELD - Planning is underway for the 
2011 Agawam/West Springfield CROP Hunger Event, which 
will take place Sunday, April 10 in West Springfield. To get 
involved, all are invited to a Recruiter’s Rally, Monday, Feb. 
28 at 6:30 p.m. at the Mittineague First United Methodist 
Church, 800 Amostown Road, West Springfield. A represen- 
tative or two from area faith communities, schools, and com- 
munity groups is encouraged to attend. The gathering will 
include distributing registration information and sponsor 
packets, recruiter gifts from Church World Service, and 
refreshments. Presentations on the projects CROP benefits 
will be made by Amy Porter of Church World Service and 
Martha Tighe, Director of the Parish Cupboard. 

For more information, contact contact Mary Ellen 
Fydenkevez in Agawam at 789-2484 _ or 
maryellen.fydenkevez@verizon.net. 


4 Menmeadow 
AT HOME 


Learn about Glenmeadow’s at-home services: TOLL FREE 800.633.6313 TEL 413.567.7800 www.glenmeadow.org 
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Turley Publications’ Community Marketplace 


9 FT. BRUNSWICK pool table, 
new felt, bumpers, leather 
pockets. Two sets of balls, cue 
sticks. Must see to appreciate. 
Asking $1,700. Daytime (413)668- 
7205, after 5 PM (413)289-9628. 


STOP 


NEVER GIVE YOUR: 
+ SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 
+ CREDIT CARD NUMBER 
* BANK ACCOUNT NUMBER 
Or any other 
personal information 
To someone 
you don’t know 
when answering 
an advertisement. 


A public service announcement 
presented by your community paper 


AAAPILLOWTOP MATTRESS 
sets with warranty. Twin/$180, 
Full/$250 & Queen/$300. Can 
deliver. Route 20, Palmer Call 
Rich (413)732-6263, (413)283- 
3069, (413) 885-30652 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD chairs — 
Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. 
Call (413)267-9680. 


CHERRY BEDROOM SET. Solid 
wood, never used, brand new in 
factory boxes. English Dovetail. 
Original cost $4,500. Sell for $895. 
Can deliver. Call Tom 781-560- 
4409. 


LEATHER LIVING ROOM set in 
original plastic, never used. 
Original price $3,000, sacrifice 
$975. Call Bill 617-264-0362. 


TRAILERS PACE, HAULMARK, 


FeatherLite,  Bigtex, Bri-Mar, 
Sundowner Exiss, CM _ Truck 
Bodies, Full Service Rentals, 


Delivery & Pickup. Open 6 days. 
Connecticut Trailers, Bolton, CT 
877-869-4118 www.cttrailers.com. 


ACT NOW 2 yr. seasoned 
hardwood, C/S/D. Fast response 
and delivery. S & K Firewood 1- 
800-607-5296. 


ALL SEASONED HARDWOOD 
cut, split and delivered. Prompt 
delivery. MC/Visa Westview 
Farms 111 East Hill Road, 
Monson (413)267-9631. 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $140.00. 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083. 


SEASONED OAK & HARD 
wooDs. Cut split and 
delivered. 2, 3 & 4 cord loads. 
R.T. Smart & Sons. 1-413-267- 
3827. 


Miscellaneous 


AMERICAN DIABETES 
ASSOCIATION Tour de Cure: 
Join the nation’s most 


adventurous ride. The New 
England Classic 150 & 500+ on 
July 9, 2011. 
www.main.diabetes.org/nectourde 
cure 


WE’VE MOVED because of Building Roof Damage! 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Call For An Appointment 


413-967-8364 a 
New Location: 89 Main St., Suite 1, Ware ("rower 


Certified Public Accountant 


ey Michelle McGuigan 


IRS 


Ware, MA (413) 967-4217 


My focus = Your financial fitness 


+ Fast, Accurate Tax Preparation * Maximum Deductions Allowable 
« Individuals, S-Corporations, Self Employed, C-Corporations 
+ Reasonable Rates * Accounting Services 
+ Advanced Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor * Audit Representation 


Kitchen Table Tax Service 


College 
Financial 
Forms 


IRS e-file 
Tax-by-Fax 


We Make House Calls! 


Melchiori Tax and Financial Services 
IRS Problems - Let’s Talk 


David E. Whitney 


65 Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069 


Phone/Fax 
413-289-0058 


www.tabletax.com 


van | co 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 
Registered Notary Public 
Telephone (413) 786-8727 ¢ Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


Want it! 
Find it! 
Buy it! 
Sell it! 
Love it! 
Drive it! 


+ www.turley.com + 


READ I 


15 Weekly Newspapers 
Serving 50 Local Communities 


Miscellaneous 


AVIATION 
MAINTENANCE/AVIONICS. 
GRADUATE in 15 months. FAA 
approved; financial aid if qualified. 
Job placement assistance. Call 
National Aviation Academy today! 
1-800-292-3228 or NAA.edu 


DIABETIC TEST STRIPS. Cash 
paid up to $10/box. Call Wayne at 
781-724-7941. 


Miscellaneous 


FREE HD FOR LIFE! Only on 
DISH Network! Lowest Price in 
America! $24.99/mo for over 120 
Channels. $500 Bonus! Call 
(800)727-0305. 


Income Tax Preparation 


25 years tax experience 


(413) 283-5596 


62 Jim Ash St. 
Palmer, MA 01069 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 
Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation 


Business & Personal 


Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com 
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA 
413-589-1671 


www.myonlinetaxes.net 


Access to simple & secure online income tax 
preparation. Free to those who qualify. Step-by- 
step guidance with free unlimited support. You 
don’t have to pay the fees of big tax franchises. 


Fast Refunds! 

No Software to Install! 
Maximize Deductions 
& Credits! 


POLIT) UETiiil 


Miscellaneous 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New 
England. Reach 4 million potential 
readers quickly and inexpensively 
with great results. Use the Buy 
New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds@turley.com. Do they 
work? You are reading one of our 
ads now!! Visit our website to see 
where your ads run 
communitypapersne.com 


Musical Instruments 


CLARINET/VIOLIN/FLUTE/trump 
et/trombone/amplifier/Fender 
guitar, $69. each. Cello/upright 


bass, saxophone/French 
horn/drums $185 each. 
Tuba/baritone horn/Hammond 


organ. Others 4 sale (516)377- 
7907. 


WINTERGARDEN IS_ BUYING 
ANTIQUES of all types including 
Furniture, Jewelry, Paintings, Art 
Pottery & Glass, Sterling Silver, 
Advertising, Toys & Dolls, Military 
Items, Swords, Clocks, Musical 
Instruments, Books, Old Radios, 
Wind-Up Phonographs, Vintage 
Clothing, Quilts, Linens and more. 
CALL (413)267-3786 or (413)539- 
1472. 


Services 


A CALL WE HAUL 
Fast Rubbish Removal 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates 
Closings, Free Estimates, Attics 
Cleanouts, App!, Bsmnts. 
Expert demo services 
10% disc. All Major CC's accepted 
CALL NOW - 1-800-414-0239 
(413)283-5030 
WWW.ACALLWEHAUL.COM 


CHIMNEY AND STOVE Services 
& Cleanings! As the heating 
season draws to an end its time to 
start thinking about scheduling 
those cleanings. Call BJS Stove & 
Chimney Services at (413) 668- 
6360 or visit us on the web at 
bjsstove.com and submit a 
request online! Service Central 
and Western MA. 


Services 


i 


A A CALL - HAUL IT ALL. 
Cheaper than a dumpster. | do all 
the work, cleanouts, attics, cellars, 


barns, garages and appliance 
removal. 10% discount with this 
ad. Free Est. 1 (413)596-7286, 1 
(866) 517-4285. 


A AND D HAULING. Affordable, 
Dependable Removal at its best! 
Real Estate closings our specialty. 
Will clean homes, attics, cellars 
and barns. *Demo work and metal 
removal at discounted rates. 10% 
discount with ad. Free estimates. 
413-477-0213 (business) 
413-575-7961 (cell) 


AVERY 


Home Improvement & Repair 


Residential & Commercial 
Chicopee, MA 


413-532-9949 © 413-459-3343 
Fully Licensed and Insured 
Kitchens ¢ Bathrooms ¢ Tile 
Drywall Repair ¢ Interior Painting 
Custom Woodworking 
Insurance Work ¢ Laminate Flooring 


CEILINGS AND DRYWALL 
repair, building, remodeling. Snow 
removal from roofs and oil fill 
areas. Licensed and insured. Call 
Paul (413)657-3825. 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & 
refinishing - cane, fiber rush & 
splint - Classroom instructor, 20 + 
years experience. Call Walt at 
(413)267-9680 for estimate. 


CHIMNEY SERVICES: 
CLEANINGS, caps, dampers, 
repairs including masonry and 
liners. The best for less!!! 
Worcester to Pittsfield. 508-245- 
1501, 413-575-5191 


HOME THEATER, AV Tech. 
(Cert. ISF/HAA). The only Cert. 
Installers in this area. Put in 
theater for you or install a Plasma 
the right way. Sales, service. 413- 
374-8000, 413-374-8300. 
www.a-v-tech.com 


Mark’s Delivery Service 


FOR ALL YOUR 


MOVING NEEDS 
(413) 847-0455 


Futty INsurED 
Free ESTIMATES 


We travel throughout 


New England 


“We specialize in, but are not limited to, small moves” 


: Fr. Renovation, 
Jim's 


Repair & Services 


— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL — 
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE TRADES 


“So let age and experience be your guide” 


Call Today (413) 536-2102 


MA Construction Supervisor # CS69770 
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Services Services Services Child Services Electrician Home Improvement 


LEE FLAHERTY CARPENTER 
for hire. Roofing/ structural repair 
specialist. 25 yrs _ field experience. 
Windows, doors, concrete work. 
(413)275-2265 
available. 


COLONIAL 
CARPENTRY 


Kitchens ¢ Baths * Doors * Windows 


Additions ¢ Renovations * Garages 
Call Bob (413) 374-6175 
or 533-2094 


Reg. #137847 MC/Visa Accepted 


DRYWALL AND_ CEILINGS, 
plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All 
ceiling textures. Fully insured. 
Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


DRYWALL, Sheetrock, Taping, 
Textures, Knock downs, Painting 
to tile. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. 413-563-7963. Ma Reg 
#274556DA 


DUMP 
YOUR 
ELECTRONIC 
JUNK 


Computers & Electronics 
Recycling, - Free Drop Off - 
Gold Circuit E-Cycling 
Ludlow Industrial Center, 
100 State St. Ludlow, MA 
Mon-Fri 8-4pm, Sat 8-noon 
*Check website for TV fees 
413-328-3187 
www.goldcircuitecycling.com 


HANDYMAN, REPAIRS, NEW 
work, tile, ceramic, granite. Make 
your project a reality. Call Gil for 
estimate (413)323-0923 licensed, 
insured. 


References 


a 


MADE IN THE SHADE 
AWNINGS & CANOPIES 
Service for all your 
aluminum, canvas awnings 
& canopy needs. 

Sales, repairs, installation. 
Free estimates. Discount prices. 
413-543-2633. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 
years experience. Free estimates. 
References. Lic #086220. Please 
call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


WATER DAMAGE? 
TOTAL Quality 
Drywall/Paint/Wallpaper 
Fully Insured, Free Estimates 
413-777-1730 


tetson 
Carpentry 


Fully Insured © Senior Citizen Discount 


Contact Jim 413-544-4906 
Specializing in 

all phases of carpentry. 

From framing to finish work! 


No job too big or too small. 
STETSONCARPENTRY@YAHOO.COM 


¥ 


SoG 
sl 


WE RENOVATE, SELL & 
PURCHASE (any condition) horse 
drawn vehicles such as sleighs, 
carriages, surreys, wagons, dr’s 


a 


si 4 re P| 
4 


buggies, driveable or lawn 
ornaments. Reasonable prices. 
Quality workmanship. Call 


(413)213-0373 for estimate and 
information. 
Visit Us at Our New Place 
Demers & Sons 
401 Mill Valley Road 
Rte. 181 (across from 
Mill Valley Golf Course) 
Belchertown 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone 
advertising caring of children must 
list a license number to do so if 
they offer this service in their own 
home. 


OPENINGS CURRENTLY 
AVAILABLE, meals included. Call 
Joann at (413)364-0002 Lic 
#9004190. 


Computer Services 


COMPUTER WIZ- Now open at 
our new location 1605 N Main St 
Palmer. Stop in and REGISTER 
TO WIN AN ACER NETBOOK.. 
413 283-7500 
http://the-computer-wiz.com 


COMPUTERS SHOULDN’T BE 
frustrating or frightening. I'll come 
to you. Upgrades, set-up, tutoring, 
troubleshooting. Hardware, 
software. Also setup DVD, Home 
Theatre, Phones, etc. Monique 
(413)237-1035. 


Eldercare 


HONEST, CARING, HOME Health 
Aid seeks job to take care of 
elderly, live-in/ out, references 
available upon request (413)301- 
8821. 


Electrician 


BILL CAMERLIN. ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for 
homeowners, fire alarms. Fast, 
dependable, reasonable rates. 
Insured, free estimates. E280333. 
24 hour emergency — service. 
(413)427-5862. 


DEPENDABLE — ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, free 
estimates. Fully insured. Scot 
Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE 
#E16303. Free estimates. Senior 
Discounts. Insured. 40 years 
experience. No job too small. Cell 
(413)330-3682. 


LICENSED ELECTRICIAN. 
PROMPT, efficient, reasonable. 
Obligation-free estimates. Senior 
discounts. Will beat anyone’s 
price. Fully insured. Local. Walter 
Paul Partyka Lic.#11294B. 
c#(413)455-7353, — h#(413)532- 
0503 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, 
siding, roofs, additions, decks, 
baths, hardwood floors, painting. 
All work 100% guaranteed. 
Licensed and insured. Call Bob 
(413)596-8807 Cell (860)301-8283 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


DELREO HOME 
IMPROVEMENT- Will beat any 
contractor's written proposal that 
is Licensed, Registered and 
FULLY Insured. Specializing in 
Siding, Windows, Roofing & 
Decks. Over 20yrs. Exp. Extensive 
References. Call Today and Save 
$$$ Gary Delcamp 413-569-3733 
or 413-237-4677. MA Lic. 100821 
MA Reg. 156758 CT Lic. 0620422 


Is your PC or Laptop running slow? Need a Cleanup? 
Just not working the way it used too? 
Give us a call? 
Complete Technology Services 
Residential / Commercial 


We specialize in helping non-technical people with 
computer issues. Friendly, Trustworthy, Honest, Local 
Home Office solutions, iPhone/iPad support 
Full line of Desktops/Laptops, Printers 
Security checks & Virus removals 


We can do it all from 1 PC to 500 
YES! We make House Calls! 
Call Toll Free (877) 499-5243 
wecanhelp @synergy-i-t.net www.synergy-i-t-net 


S Fill Out and Mail This Money Maker $ 


CATEGORY: 


2 Base Price | 22 Base Price| 23 Base Price | 24 Base Price 
24.50 25.00 25.50 26.00 
26 Base Price | 27 Base Price | 28 Base Price 
27.00 27.50 28.00 


1 
25 Base Price 
26.50 


Base Price 
28.50 


Base Price 
30.50 


NAME 


Quabbin Village Hills 
Circulation: 50,500 


Base Price 
24.00 


Base Price| >* Base Price | >2 Base Price 
29.00 29.50 30.00 
Base Price | >> Base Price | © Base Price 
31.00 31.50 32.00 
37 Base Price | 38 Base Price| 39 Base Price | 40 Base Price 
32.50 33.00 33.50 34.00 


Run my ad in the following Zones(s): 


QUABBIN SUBURBAN 
Guage) Compe 


PHONE 


CHICOPEE 


BELCHERTOWN 


SPRINGFIELD 


BROOKFIELD 


PETERSHAM 


WEST 
BAROOKFIELD 


Suburban Residential 
Circulation: 59,000 


Buy the Quabbin ae Hills or the Suburban 


Residential ZONE for 


24.00 for 20 words plus 


50¢ for additional words. Add $5 for a second ZONE. 


ADDRESS 


TOWN 


STATE 


ZIP 


THE DEADLINE IS FRIDAY AT NOON 
Send to Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer MA 01069. 
Must include check. 

Or call 413-283-7084 to place your ad. 


x Number of Weeks 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 


includes additional words 


+ $500 


Subtotal 


TOTAL enclosed 


Did you remember to check your zone? 


February 24, 2011 


Classifieds 


Turley Publications’ Community Marketplace + Call us toll free at 1-800-824-6548 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 


+ www.turley.com 
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Home Improvement Legal Services Help Wanted Help Wanted Real Estate 


DRS PAINTING & HOME 
IMPROVEMENTS One call does it 
all. Free estimates. Best price 
guaranteed. Lic #168118 Insured 
(413)218-9042 or e-mail us 
dsheldon12@yahoo.com 


GEORGE J. CROTEAU & Sons, 
Inc., General contractors, 
Chicopee, MA Fire and water 
demage repair. Kitchen and bath 
remodels, basements _ finished, 
replacement windows, additions 
and decks. Free estimates- 
insured. Construction Supervisor 
License #3902, Home 
Improvement Contractor License 
#100111. Call Jay Croteau cell 
(413)575-9935, (413)532-2688. 


HABER HOME IMPROVEMENTS: 


Kitchens, baths, basements, 
decks, siding, doors, windows. 
Complete interior/exterior 


construction & renovation. Insured 
CS085783, MA145959. (413)534- 
7222. (413)204-1332. 


Affordable 
Bathroom 
Remodeling 


Full or Partial Work 
Walk-in Showers 


Vanities » Sinks 
Tile Work 


we HANDICAP SOLUTIONS 
HOME FACELIFTERS 
MA Lic. 98013 ¢ MA HIC 150412 
FREE ESTIMATES ¢ INSURED 
(413)532-4517 


KEITH PRESTON HOME 
IMPROVEMENT Ice dam damage 
repair. Kitchens, baths, doors, 
windows, structural repairs. 
Licensed, registered, insured 
since 1994 (413)237-6436. 


WATER DAMAGE 
-CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 


FOR REPAIRS 
Complete Drywall Service. 
Finishing, Painting, Ceilings 


(Smooth or Textured). 35 years 
experience - Fully insured 


Instruction 


NEW YEAR NEW CAREER 
Get your C.D.L. at 
United Tractor Trailer School 
in Chicopee. 

Don’t Wait, Call Now! 
(413)592-1500 
www.unitedcdl.com 


Pools 


ABC POOL & SPA Palmer, Mass. 
Accredited BBB Member. Snow & 
water removal. Pool repairs. Pool 
replacements. Summer _ sizzler 
deals. Liner changes. Open 7am 
to 7pm (413)531-4192. 


Legal Services 


BANKRUPTCY 


$1,050 
CHAPTER 7 

Filing fee $299. Payment plan 
available. Attorney Edward 
Waskiewicz (413)586-5773 
Hadley- Weekend and evening 
appointments available. We are 
a debt relief agency and help 
people file for bankruptcy under 
the bankruptcy code. 


BANKRUPTCY LEGAL 
SERVICES 

Are your debts overwhelming? 
Feeling harassed by creditors? 
Stop calls and protect your 
assets. Find out what options 
are available to help you get a 
financial fresh start. Reasonable 
rates. Payment plans available. 
We are a debt relief agency and 
help people file for bankruptcy 
under the Federal Bankruptcy 
Code. Attorney Carrie Naatz, 
1012 Memorial Ave., West 
Springfield, (413)336-8300. 


NEED A GOOD LAWYER? 
Attorney Kevin Jourdain can help! 
Bankruptcy, RMV/Board of Appeal 
Matters, Personal Injury, Real 
Estate. Full Service, General 
Practice in MA & CT. Affordable. 
Free Initial Consultation. 
(413)539-8000 

We are a debt relief agency and 
help people file for bankruptcy 
under the bankruptcy code. 


ALBEE AND SONS PAINTING 
has been in Business for 
Over 40 Years. We Offer 

Free Estimates and are 
Fully Insured. Services that 
We Offer are: Interior/Exterior 
Painting, Staining, Texture 


Ceilings, Sheetrock, 
Power Washing, Wallpaper 
Removal, and Minor Carpentry 
Please Call 
Brian (413) 363-2897 
or John (413) 313-6262 
for Your Free Estimate Today 


INTERIOR/ EXTERIOR 25 years 
exp. Trying to rent an apartment, 
sell/ buy a house, or just freshen 
things up? Our quality results can 
help reach your goals. Insured. 
Mazzu_ Painting. MA _ Reg. 
#155692. John (413)222-1378. 


Plumbing 


LINC’S PLUMBING LIC #J27222 
Products That Assist 
ELDERLY and DISABLED 
Satisfy Your Needs 
IMPROVE YOUR COMFORT 
IMPROVE YOUR LIFE 
(413)668-5299 


PLUMBING REPAIRS AND 
INSTALLATIONS No job too 
small. 30 years experience. 
Master plumber LIC. NO. 10338. 
Call Rick (413)533-3109. 


GET THE SNOW OFF YOUR 
ROOF. Call Local Builders for a 
safe way to remove snow off your 
roof. Available 24 hrs. Call 
(413)626-5296. Call us for all your 
roofing needs. 


Snow Removal 


SNOWBLOWER REPAIR 
at your home 


Lawnmowers, snowblowers, 
leafblowers, etc. tuned up and 
repaired at your home. 


Call 583-7977 


A1 SNOW REMOVAL roof 
cleaning, parking lots, driveways. 
Reasonable rates. (413)237-4811, 
(413)536-4994. 


HANDYMAN SERVICES 
One call does it all 
Remodeling, 
Snowplowing and Shoveling. 
Roof raking. 

Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Reasonable rates 
cell (413)668-6685. 


KEN’S TREE SERVICE AND 
LAND CLEARING. We also do 
Landscaping/ stonework. Fully 
insured. Free Estimate. Cordwood 
available. (413)436-7262, 
(774)452-4491, (413)277-5053. 


LHASO-POO FOR SALE, male 
almost 2 years old, loving, happy 
puppy, wonderful disposition. Paid 
$600 will sell $250. 413-283-7914 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
spayed/neutered, wormed, 
shots, heartworm checked, 
teeth cleaned 
Greyhound Options Inc 


Bart - 3 1/2 y.o. red male, big 
and beautiful, a real sweetheart, 
does stairs, loves affection, does 
not seem to be cat safe 


Hanzel - 2 y.o. red fawn male, 
easy-going, affectionate, fast 
learner, excellent leash manners, 
seems to be cat and chicken safe 


Shane — 3 y.o. brindle male, a bit 
shy and quiet, likes people 
around, clean in the house, does 
stairs, 


Silvio - 4-1/2 y.o. red male, 
friendly, would like other Greys for 
company, would be a _ good 
walking companion, does not 
seem to be safe with cats 


Tina —- 2 y.o. red brindle female, 
lively, sociable, curious, does not 
seem to be cat safe 


Topper —- 2 y.o. black male, 
friendly, likes people, might be 
good therapy dog, does not seem 
to be cat safe 


Tully - 3 1/2 y.o. brindle male, 
lively, fun-loving, mischievous, 
would like other dogs and people 
around for company, does not 
seem to be cat safe 


Warren - 4y.o. red male, playful, 
loves toys, could be only dog, 
does not seem to be cat safe 


Whitey —- 5 y.o. white/red male, 
used to home life, would love to 
have human companionship, likes 
other Greys, cat workable 


Call Mary (413) 566-3129 or Claire 
(413) 967-9088 or see us 
February 26 at A.W. Brown Pet 
Cir., Shaker Rd. E. Long. 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. 
www.greyhoundoptions.org 


AVON FREE ONLINE training. 
Option to sign up online. Up to 
50% profit. 1-800-258-1815. 
avonnh@aol.com 


DRIVERS: GREAT PAY/ Home- 
Time! Performance/Safety 
Bonuses! Life/Health/401K! CDL- 
A, 2yrs Exp. Domino's Supply 
Chain Center. 
Careers.Domino's.com 


DRIVERS: LOCAL 
SPRINGFIELD, MA Van Runs! 
Great Pay & Benefits! CDL-A 
w/lyr Exp. Req.  Estenson 
Logistics. Apply: www.goelc.com 
1-866-336-9642 


FIREFIGHTER/PARAMEDIC 
SEEKING EXPERIENCED, 
energetic, and motivated team 


orientated individual to join 
growing department and 
community. Candidate will be 


expected to be involved in all 
aspects fire and EMS service to 
include prevention, education, and 
suppression. 
Career position for Firefighter/ 
Paramedic 
On-Call positions for Paramedic 
Minimum requirements 
18 years of age, 
Hold a valid driver's license 
Pass background check 
A current MA registered 
EMT-Paramedic 
Firefighter One/ Two completion 
preferred 
Familiarity with computers 
required 
Other certifications or 
experience a plus. 

We are an equal opportunity 
Employer. Please forward resume 
and letter of interest to: Fire Chief, 
Granby Fire Department, 259 B 
East State Street. Granby MA 
01033 


MACHINE OPERATORS. 
UNITED Personnel, in partnership 
with Sanderson McLeod, is 
seeking machine operators for 2nd 
and 3rd shifts. Candidates should 
have 1-2 years manufacturing 
experience. Call (413)736-0800 to 
apply or email resumes to 
sloesch@unitedpersonnel.com. 


WILBRAHAM CHIROPRACTIC 
OFFICE needs energetic 
personable multi-tasker for part 
time M-W-F 2-7 PM receptionist 
work. e-mail resume to 
machiro@aol.com. 


LOCAL CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY- Taking applications 
for the following positions: 

Truck Driver (Class A or B CDL) 
with a clean driving history. 
eHeavy Equipment Operator: 
Must have hoisting/ engineering 
license and have experience with 
equipment operation. 

¢General Laborers 

We offer medical insurance after 
90 days and paid major holidays. 
If interested please apply at 2378 
Boston Rd., Wilbraham, MA 
between the hours of 9-3 or call 
(413)599-1994. 


PART TIME CLEANING person 
days. Contact rogersrug@aol.com 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM 
SUMMER JOBS Seeking to fill the 
following temporary vacancies for 
the 2011 Summer Season: Camp 
Counselors, $8.00/hr (July—Aug, 
30-40 hrs/wk), Jr. Camp 
Counselors, $6.40/hr (July—Aug, 
25-35 hrs/wk;); all counselors 
must be certified in CPR & First 
Aid prior to the start of camp; 
Counselor in Training Dir., $10 - 
$12/hr (June—Aug. 35-40 hrs/wk); 
Lifeguards (lifeguard & CPR cert. 
req.); $8.00/hr (June -Aug, 20-40 
hrs/wk); Sport-O-Rama __ sports, 
$8.00/hr (July, 15-20 hrs/wk); 
Concession Workers, $8.00/hr 
(June— Aug, 15-30 hrs/wk). For 
more information and to print an 
application go to our website at 
www.wilbraham-ma.gov (also 
available in the Selectmen’s Office 
& Rec. Dept); please submit 
completed app to: Bryan _Litz, 
Parks & Recreation Director, 45 C 
Post Office Park, Wilbraham, MA 
01095. Applications accepted until 
March 11, 2011. EOE. All 
qualified applicants encouraged to 
apply. 


Health Care 


EEG TECH 
Part Time $15 
While Training Then $27 
Hadley Office, 413-582-0355 
Eshawsmith@msn.com 


— 


Canty 


TOOMEY-LOVETT 
109 West St. 
Ware, MA 01082 
www.Century21 ToomeyLovett.com 


413-967-6326 


HOMES ARE SELLING! 
Don’t be fooled by the NEWS, 
CALL OUR 
EXPERT TEAM TODAY! 
Free Home Valuation. 
Get the Facts. 


WARE: Why buy used when New 
is Affordable! This privately set 
three bedroom, 2 bath Ranch has 
an open floor plan, cabinet packed 
kitchen, two car garage & 1.89A 
$234,900 


AGENTS WANTED FOR OUR 
NEW LOCATION - Ready for a 
change? Full-time & part-time 
professional agents wanted. 
Join our history of Success. 
Call Jim Lovett today. 800-486- 
2121. 


Candy Smith 
Dorrinda 
O’Keefe-Shea 
Glen Moulton 


413-967-8107 


978-434-1990 
413-967-5463 


Ruth Vadnais 413-967-6326 
Jill Stolgitis 413-477-8780 
Shalene 

Friedhaber 413-593-6656 


Cindy St. George 413-967-3012 


The Deadline 
to Submit Classified 
Line Ads is 
Friday at Noon 


SPECIALIZED HOME CARE 


Shared Living 
Two Great Opportunities! 


Specialized Home Care is looking for a family or 
single person to share their home in the 
Northampton, Amherst, Greenfield, Hatfield, 
Easthampton and Williamsburg area with a young 
man with physical and intellectual disabilities. First 
floor bedroom and bathroom are necessary as he 
uses a motorized wheelchair. 


We are also looking for a couple or single person 
to share their home in the Amherst and surrounding 
areas with a young man with Autism. A non-child 
centered home is required. 

He needs some assistance with personal care. 


A valid Massachusetts driver’s license and vehicle 
are required. In exchange for your support, you will 
receive an annual stipend as well as other supports. 
If you are interested in any of these opportunities, 
please contact Specialized Home Care’s 
Recruitment Team at 
1-800-652-2201 Ext. 153 


www.theassn.org 


a division of THE ASSOCIATION FoR Communrry LiviNG 


Creating Opportunities, Building Relationships, Improving Lives 
Jor children and adults with developmental disabilities since 1952 


SCHOOL BUSINESS MANAGER 
Southwick-Tolland Regional School District 
Southwick, Massachusetts 


The Southwick-Tolland Regional School Committee is seek- 
ing a School Business Manager with unquestioned integrity; 
financial, budget and management skills; understanding of 
business operations and the ability to communicate effec- 
tively with a variety of constituencies. 


Located in the western part of the state, nine miles from 
Springfield, we are recognized for our commitment to excel- 
lence in education. 


PREFERRED QUALIFICATIONS: Applicants are 
required to be certified or willing to pursue certification as a 
School Business Manager in Massachusetts. Potential for 
success is enhanced by a proven record in the areas of: 

= School Finances = Transportation 

= Purchasing u Food Services 

m Payroll = Facilities 

= Accounting a Grants Management 


APPLICATION PROCEDURE: 

= Completed application by March 11, 2011: 

- Cover Letter 

- Current Resume 

- Academic Transcripts 

- Evidence of licensure/certification, if available 
- Three recent professional references 


SALARY: $95,000 - $105,000 
STARTING DATE: On or before July 1, 2011 


SUBMIT TO: John D. Barry, Ed.D., Superintendent 
Southwick-Tolland Regional School District 
86 Powder Mill Road 
Southwick, MA 01077 
(413) 569-5391 FAX (413) 569-1711 
Email: superintendent@strsd.southwick.ma.us 
Website: http://strsd.southwick.ma.us 


The Southwick-Tolland Regional School District 
welcomes applications from qualified candidates of 
any race, color, gender or national origin. 
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Real Estate Real Estate Real Estate Vacation Rentals 


Jones Group 


“INDEPENDENT, LOCALLY 
OWNED AND OPERATED” 


cee x 
WILBRAHAM - A distinctive flair. 
Remarkable 3-bedroom Cape Cod 
situated on 0.95 acres. Office, hard- 
wood & tile flooring, hot water heat. 
Garage, 3-season porch. (71136071) 
$174,500 


— 


[Ser 


BELCHERTOWN - Great location! 
This duplex is on a dead end street 
in Mallard Estates. A perfect place for 
a family that needs an apartment for 
a relative, or an owner occupied. 
(71157049) $240,000 


BELCHERTOWN — A special distinc- 
tion. Come feel the welcome in this 
outstanding 2BR/2BA Ranch situated 
on two acres. 6-car garage. Sun 
room, hardwood flooring. Deck. 
(71167219) $335,000 


t Ee ee 
WARE - Exceptional value in this 
2700 + sf. Colonial with farmer's 
porch on 1.4 acres. The home offers 
custom built hickory cabinets with 
quartz countertops.Wide oak floors 
(71167895) $295,000 


HAMPDEN - Entertain inside & out in 
this gorgeous Contemporary Ranch on 
the river set on 2+ acres. The home 
boasts tasteful updates throughout 
including kitchen, baths & more 
(71168467) $429,000 


a 3 = 
PALMER - 65x175 Barn , 20,000 
sq.ft., (apo) , Indoor Arena, 9 Stalls, 
300 Bale Hayloft, water,electric. Trails 
for riding and River views. Many 
income opportunities! (71173476) 
$199,000 


BELCHERTOWN - Affordable 1200 
sf. 3BR Ranch with large living room 
& bedrooms with wood floors. 
Recently updated windows, kitchen 
& bathroom.1-year home warranty 
available. (71184557) $149,900 


Jones Group Realty 
Offices 
Amherst 413-549-3700 
Belchertown 323-7295 
Northampton 413-585-0400 


LUDLOW - LOVELY, warm & 
inviting home. "Pottery Barn" style 
throughout. 7 room, 3 bedroom, 
2.5 bath Colonial. Large open 
kitchen, stainless steel appliances, 
walk-in pantry, center island. 
Hardwood floors. Spacious 
screened porch for entertaining or 
relaxing in serenity of backyard. 
Large master with walk-in closet & 
full bath. Large great room over 2 
car garage. Must see to truly 
appreciate. $374,900. Call today. 
Leslie Brunelle, Avalon R.E. 
(413)530-5741. 


IMPERIAL 


REAL ESTATE INC 


PRICE REDUCED 
PALMER - $279,900 
Custom Build home on an acre of 
wooded privacy is truly unique! 
This gorgeous home has authentic 
country flair throughout! Wrap 
around front porch welcomes you 
into this spacious and open floor 
plan. Living room with wood floor, 
pellet stove and vaulted wood 
ceiling opens to a huge loft 
upstairs. Big country kitchen with 
wood floor and hickory cabinets 
opens into dining area with slider 
to yard. First floor master with 
slider to porch, full bath with 


custom vanity and charming claw 
foot tub. Two bedrooms and huge 
bath upstairs make this the perfect 
family home. Every Attention was 
paid to detail in this one owner 
home. Seller will consider trade! 
PLEASE CALL FOR A PRIVATE 
SHOWING. 
413-589-7462 


Mobile Homes 


DASAP MOBILE HOMES Sales 
View all our new and used homes 
at | www.dasap.mhvillage.com 
(413)593-9961. Servicing all of 
Western Mass. 


PALMER QUABOAG $45,000 
includes cooperative fee, 12’x57’, 
shingles, shed, deck, therms, 
vinyl. Substantially renovated. 
Access to river. DASAP (413)593- 
9961. 


AGAWAM 2 BEDROOM HOUSE, 
breezeway, garage, full basement 
w/hook-ups, oil heat, patio, 
fenced-in yard, excellent condition/ 
location. Asking $1,400 (413)786- 
7107. 


PALMER’ THREE _ RIVERS. 
Country Manor apartments, 1 
bdrm., $590-$630 month; 2 bdrm, 
$690-$730 month. All units renov. 
w/disposal, dishwashers, 
microwave, elec. range, carpets. 
Parking, fishing and playground. 
Cats okay. Call 413-283-9472. 


HOLYOKE, 3-BED, $695, utilities 
separate, first and last required, 
978-853-7843. 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 

herein is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act, which makes it 


illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 


familial status, or national origin, 
or intention to make any such 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
for real estate which is in violation 
of the law. All persons are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. 


CHICOPEE 5 ROOM 2 bedroom, 
2nd floor, hardwood throughout, 
laundry room, 2 enclosed porches, 
off-street parking, $825/mo. First, 
Security (413)592-5495. 


INDIAN ORCHARD THREE & 
FOUR room. Appliances, heat & 
hot water included, private 
parking. On bus route. First & 
Last. No Pets. (413)543-5326 


THREE RIVERS - LG. 3 BR 
Townhouse style, deleaded, first 
floor w/d hookup, storage, deck, 
Ig. yard, off-street parking deposit 
required. 413-262-2969 


Dom Polski Apartments 


(413) 592-0686 Fax (413) 598-8206 


Now accepting applications for our 
studio and 1 & 2 bedroom apartments 


Affordable Housing for Elderly/Disabled 
Newly Renovated ¢- Rent is Subsidized 


Income limits 
1 person - $32,880 
2 people - $37,560 


4 people - $46,920 LIOUSING 


3 people - $42,240 PRESERVATION a 


MANAGEMENT 


FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


INDIAN ORCHARD 2 bedroom, 
ist fl. 5 rooms in 2 family, 
$700/mo without utilities. Call 
(413)583-2909. 


LUDLOW 4 ROOM apartment, 1st 
fl, includes refrig., stove, WW. No 
Utilities. No pets $675/ mo. Call 
(413)668-8332. 


THREE ROOMS TO rent in 
private home in West Springfield. 
Own exit, stove, refrigerator. 
garbage disposal. Utilities included 
$700/mo (413)733-9051. 


Vacation Rentals 


FOR RENT: ONE week at the 
largest timeshare in the world. 
Orange Lake is right next to 
Disney and has many amenities 
including golf, tennis, and a water 
park. Weeks available are in 
February, March, and April. Cost 
for a Sunday week is $850 
inclusive. Call Carol at 978-371- 
2442 for more information. 


NARRAGANSETT RHODE 
ISLAND Spacious 5 bedroom, 2 
baths, fully equipped, bedding 
included. Near beaches, Newport. 
Summer $1250/ week. (413)733- 
3509 


WARM WEATHER IS year round 
in Aruba. The water is safe and 
the dining is fantastic. March 25th 
to April available. Walk out to the 
beach. Sleeps 8. $3500. Call 
Carol at 978-371-2442 or email: 
carolaction@aol.com 


Auto For Sale 


2005 CHEVROLET EQUINOX, 
Red, 75,000 miles, Driver Side 
Airbags, Leather interior, Power 
door locks, Power windows, Air 
Conditioning, AM/FM Radio, CD 
Player, Cruise Control, Power 
seats, $10,000, tan (413)885-2725 


2008 TOYOTA PRIUS 35k 
country miles. Grey. Like new 
$13,000 (978)257-1610. 


NORTH HADLEY 
MOTORS & GARAGE 
373 River Dr., Hadley, MA 
Complete Automotive Repair & 
Sales! 

We do it all, Please Call 
413-657-2877 
Ask for Tim 
10% off Student Discount 
15% Senior Discount 


Autos Wanted 


$$$ AUTOS WANTED TOP Dollar 
paid for your unwanted cars, 
trucks, vans, big & small, running 
or not. Call 413-534-5400. 


AAAA DONATION: Donate your 
car, boat, or real estate. IRS tax 
deductible. Free pick-up/tow any 
model/condition. Help 
underprivileged children. 
Outreachcenter.com 
800-883-6399. 


DONATE YOUR VEHICLE LOVE 
IN THE NAME OF CHRIST. Free 
towing & non-runners accepted. 
800-549-2791. Help Us Transform 
Lives In The Name Of Christ. 


CHEVY K1500 P/U, 1990 with 305 
V8 engine installed new from 
factory and rebuilt transmission 
both with about 30,000 miles. 
Truck body 199,000 miles. Good 
tires. $1,200 (413)218-8589. 


Commercial Printing / Newspaper Publishing 


While the world may change time 
and time again, it’s refreshing to know 
that some things never will. Turley 


Publications, over 40 years of 


committed service — and thriving. 


¢ Electronic Pre-Press 

¢ Newspaper Publishing 

¢ High Quality Sheetfed Publications 
¢ Bindery & Mailing Services 

¢ UNMATCHED CUSTOMER SERVICE 


24 Water Street * Palmer, MA 01069 
for more information call 


800.824.6548 


or visit us online 


Turley®, 


Publications, Inc. 


www.turley.com 


Agawam Advertiser News ¢ Barre Gazette * Country Journal * Chicopee Register * The Journal Register 
The Ludlow Register * Quaboag Current * The Sentinel * Shopping Guide * Southwick Suffield News * The Holyoke Sun 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times * The Town Common ¢ Town Reminder * Ware River News 
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Upcoming plays at Red Door 
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Back-to-back plays are being presented at the Red Door Theatre, 152 South Westfield St., Feeding 
Hills. “Hello From Mongo” will be presented Friday, Feb. 25 and Saturday, Feb. 26 at 7:30 p.m. and 
Sunday, Feb. 27 at 2 p.m. “The Fearsome Pirate Frank” runs Friday, March 4 and Saturday, March 
5 at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, March 6 at 2 p.m. All tickets are $8 and reservations may be made by 
calling (413) 789-2026. From left, Lauren Dougherty, Josiah Davis, Stephen Heald and Lanea 
Bushey, of Feeding Hills, hide from “Mongo” as it attempts to conquer the world. 
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Saturday, March 5 at 8pm « Adam Luftman, Trumpet 
Prokofiev’s Classical Symphony - Gregson’s Trumpet Concerto 
Mozart’s Symphony No. 40 

Adam Luftman, Longmeadow native and 
Principal Trumpet of the San Francisco Opera 
Orchestra joins the SSO for an evening of 
brilliance and charm. 

Concert Tickets begin at $12 
with FREE secure parking 
Youth 4 to 17 are half price 


413.733.2291 or springfieldsymphony.org 
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Library celebrates 
‘National Youth 
Art Month’ 


March is National Youth Art Month. Kindergarten 
classes through grade 6 in the Agawam Schools will 
exhibit two-and three-dimensional artwork at the Agawam 
Public Library for the month. The artwork, which will be 
displayed in the double glass cases and the Johnson 
Memorial case, will include plaster, burlap and yarn, 
paper, papier-mache, paint, Model Magic and more. 

Contributing schools include the Roberta Doering 
School, and Clark, Phelps, Granger and Robinson Park 
elementary schools. Approximately 2,000 students receive 
weekly art instruction in kindergarten through grade 6 in 
Agawam. 

The public is invited to come to the library to see just a 
sampling of the students’ visual creativity and talent. More 
student artwork is on display in the same schools through- 
out March. Viewing is during regular library hours. 


Community Artists 
to meet March 9 


Agawam Community Artists will meet Wednesday, 
March 9 at 6:30 p.m. in the Agawam library’s Community 
Room. Featured guest will be Esthela Bergeron from the 
Holyoke Gallery, who will present a sculpture demonstra- 
tion. In case of bad weather, the meeting will be post- 
poned. 


Got photos to share? 


Send them to 
jwroblewski@turley.com 
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